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DARLENE WICK CELEBRATES HER 85TH BIRTHDAY
Darlene Wick celebrated her 85th birthday with family and friends on July 16th at the Hononegah Forest 

Preserve in Rockford. There were about 100 people in attendance. It was a wonderful day for Darlene visiting with 
family and friends that she hadn’t see for a while. As some of you know Darlene Wick was the Editor of the Illinois 
Odd Fellows News for about 10 or 11 years. She started sometime in early 2003 and left with the May issue of 2014.

 
 

Darlene Wick introducing her daughter Constance Angelle to a couple of Darlene’s cousins, Donna Bardon and 
Kathy Rudy..
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Patty Bertels 9/01/22
Juanita Ramsey 9/01/37
Alberta Hall 9/03/17
Virginia Meeker 9/03/25
Joseph McArthur 9/05/54
Richard Syfert 9/05/28
Carmilla Wiley 9/05/25
Linda Chambliss 9/10/45
Darlene Carr 9/12/24
Blanche Titus 9/12/35
Frances White 9/12/28
Aline Gates 9/15/30
Wilbert Homann 9/16/26
Jerry Health 9/19/22
Charles Debault 9/24/18
Dorothy Raver 9/24/25
Geradine Wells 9/30/18
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IN MEMORIUM
ROBERT MARSH

March 3, 2016

GILBERT HARMS
April 1, 2016

JACKSON L. AUSTIN P.G.
April 20, 2016

JACK H. COX
50 year member

June 3, 2016

LAVERNE O. MUEHLEIP
June 24, 2016

CLINTON A. FRANK P.G.
67 year member

July 11, 2016

JIM BRIDGER
July 15, 2016

KEN & JUANITA 
LASSWELL

Ken & Juanita Lasswell were in an 
accident on June 30th. They will be 
recuperating at Heartland Riverview, 500 
Centennial Dr, East Peoria, IL 61611 for 
rehab as of 7-5-2016. They will be in room 
31 if you wish to visit or send cards.

JUANITA REBEKAH 
LODGE #477

JEWEL PRESENTATION
Past Grand Master Richard Hayes pre-

sented Jewels to three Rebekah Ladies. 
Christi Clark, who received a 25 year bro-
ken Jewel, Shirley Crain a 25 year Jewel, 
and Betty Barnett, who received a 60 year 
Jewel. Absent was Loretta Seipps, who is 
due her 40 year Jewel.

 Juanita Lodge is fortunate to have a 
‘family’ lodge.  Shirley Crain is daughter of 
Betty Barnett, and Loretta Seipps is sister 
to Betty. Actually, Betty has her whole fam-
ily as members of this lodge. One daughter 
now lives in and is a member in Kentucky. 
Betty’s home lodge DelRay consolidated 
with Juanita, and she had her family mem-
bers all transfer to Juanita. Betty has always 
and still continues to work for her Lodge.

THANK YOU NOTE
I want to thank you for awarding me the 

Illinois Odd Fellow Rebekah Scholarship. 
Your contribution to my education is very 
much appreciated. I am enrolled at SIC for 
the Fall Semester. Once again thank you 
very much. 

Sincerely,
Ryan Collins

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

This summer sure is flying by. July was 
a busy month with the concert on the lawn, 
Bagelfest and the Chamber of Commerce 
golf outing. We all had a great time watch-
ing The Mackville Band perform for us on 
the front lawn and we were happy to have 
them back again this year. The Bagelfest 
Parade had a great turnout even though it 
was hot, hot, hot.

The residents are staying busy with our 
fun activities and enjoying this beautiful 
weather. This month we are going to have a 
Carnival for residents, families and employ-
ees. We will have inflatables, 50/50 drawing, 
photo booth, walking tacos, popcorn, cotton 
candy and lemon shakeups just to name a 
few things. We are excited to spend time 
with everyone.

We have created a team for Walk to 
End Alzheimer's through the Alzheimer's 
Association again this year. We have already 
raised over $300.00 dollars and we are plan-
ning a Dine and Dash for dementia on the 
19th where we will serve pulled pork, chips 
and a cookie to staff and guests. We are 
looking forward to the walk in September.

Until next month - take care and be well.
Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

MARY K. MILLER
CELEBRATING HER
100TH BIRTHDAY

Please join us at an Open House August 
7, 2016 from 2-4 p.m. Imboden Creek 
Gardens, 185 West Imboden Drive, Decatur, 
IL 62521

It gives me great pleasure to announce 
that my Grandmother Mary K Miller, will 
be turning the young age of 100 on August 
7, 2016. As such, we will be celebrating her 
long life with an open house at Imboden 
Creek, Decatur, IL. 

My Grandmother and Grandfather 
(Elvin Leslie Miller) have been lifelong and 
proud members of many social, community, 
charitable clubs and organizations (The 
Eastern Star, Shriners, Masons, Daughters 
of the Nile, True Kindred, American 
Business Women, A.F.L.-C.I.O., just to name 
a few) including their Church. Although my 
Grandfather passed in 1979, up until a few 
years ago my Grandmother was still very 
much involved and spent countless hours 
volunteering and participating between the 
various memberships. It brought her much 
pleasure doing for and working with others, 
and I always remember that being a very 
important part of their lives.

It would be a great honor and huge trib-
ute if you and/or a representative of your 
organization would attend. Of Course, all 
who knew them are invited to attend and 
visit with her!  I know it would make my 
Grandmother very happy indeed!
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GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE
Charles Campbell and Judy Sarnes are co-presidents of the Great Lakes Conference for 

2017. The meeting will be held on July 28, 29, 30, 2017 at the Chateau in Bloomington.

Front Row: Charles Campbell, President Next year and Judy Sarnes, also President Next 
year.

Second Row: Russell Landry, Sharon Landry, Vice President, Rebekah Assembly, Larry 
Gean, Deputy Grand Master, Donna Wessells, Past President, Rebekah Assembly, Allen H. 
Jones, PGM, Audrey Jones, Past President Rebekah Assembly.

Third Row: Jerald T. Sarnes, PGM.
This meeting was held at the French Quarters in Perryburg, Ohio.

GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Brothers and Sisters
As we enjoy our lives as Odd Fellows, I 

would like all of us to remember “Life is all 
about the dash”.

Years ago Brother John Goldberg PGM, 
told me and others about the dash.

You are born on a specific date and you 
pass away on a specific date.

This only say’s one thing about you. How 
long you lived. The dash say’s what you did 
with your life.

We should all ask our self’s what does 
my dash say about me.

Part of your dash could contain words 
like Loving, caring, compassionate and gen-
erous.

Maybe you would be known for actions 
like compromising with in your lodge.

To bring all sides together to work as 
one. Lending a hand to a brother or sis-
ter in need. Sharing your knowledge, with 
younger members. I made a difference in 
someone’s life. Working to make your lodge 
grow in membership. Making your lodge 
strong and prosperous.

A strong and prosperous lodge is good 
for Odd Fellowship and good for our com-
munities.

What do you want your legacy or your 
dash to say about you?

In Friendship, Love and Truth
Eric N. Smith
Grand Master

DEPUTY GRAND 
MASTER

Brothers and Sisters,
Today is the 1st of July with everyone 

getting ready for the 4th of July events. 
Many people are taking a 4 day vacation to 
visit family or friends, or maybe go to the 

lake. Some people go to remember those 
who have gone on before us by visiting the 
cemetery with flowers and maybe a small 
flag to plant on the grave. 

My lodge is in the process of having 
a booth in the park where we plan to sell 
pulled pork as a fund raiser. We plan to 
display our country with flags, thanking all 
service men and women who have served 
their country that we have the freedom we 
have today. We will join others in watching 
the fire works in the park. 

When I am asked about Odd Fellows, I 
tell them that we visit the sick, relieve the 
distressed, bury the dead, and educate the 
orphan. This is what we do as Odd Fellows.

I would like to thank everyone for get-
ting back to me with your answers so that 
I could make the appointments of officers 
and committees to the Grand Lodge for my 
term. It takes all of us to make things work, 
we all have a part in growing our Lodges. 
Together we can make a difference.

Thank You,
In Friendship Love and Truth,
Larry Gean, Deputy Grand Master
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GLENN W. COURSEY 
AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP 

PRESENTED
Bonnie Hensley presented an Glenn W. Coursey Agriculture 

Scholarship to Krystal McCormick, daughter of Christopher and 
Tammy McCormick, Streator. Krystal will be a senior at Illinois 
State University this fall and will have a double major in Agronomy 
Management and Agribusiness. She is working summers at Beck’s 
Hybrid’s as an intern and hopes to become a Research Associate 
with them following graduation.

 

Bonnie Hensley, a member of the Scholarship Committee with 
Krystal McCormick.

Pictured are Krystal’s twin sister, Kristina, Krystal and her moth-
er Tammy.

ERIE LODGE PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP

Justin Von Hatten was awarded the $1,000 Erie Lodge Scholarship.   
Pictured (left to right) are Bob Seiffert, Noble Grand of Erie Lodge, 
and Justin Von Hatten. 

LEGEND LODGE #212 PRESENTS 
SCHOLARSHIP

Legend Lodge #212 presents scholarship to Caitlyn Jess of 
Earlville, IL. She is an inspiring young woman who will be attending 
Aurora University Nursing Program. 

Pictured are Kevin Gibbons V.G., Hyaitt Duffey, Caitlyn Jess, 
Joe Way, Kristin Eaton, Andrew Hartman, Jessica Yingling, Zackary 
Richmond.

Jessica Yingling
Secretary Legend Lodge 212
Senior Adviser IOOF Generosity United Youth Group No. 1
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GRAND MATRIARCH

Dear Matriarchs and Patriarchs:
Hope you are enjoying the beautiful 

summer weather. Yes, some days are hot-
ter than others but it is still summer. I am 
enjoying the green grass, beautiful flowers, 
and fresh raspberries from our garden. We 
have tomatoes on the vine and hopefully 
they soon will be ripe to eat and also cucum-
bers. What more can one ask for?

To all the officers don’t forget to send 
your year end report to the Grand Scribe 
before August 30th. Session will soon be 
here and she needs them for the advanced 
journal.

Keep promoting our Order and the good 
work we do. I hope you are selling your 
tickets for my projects and the Calendar 
Raffle. We have two more drawing left and 
hopefully we can raise more money for the 
Illinois Center for Autism. The 4th of July 
Calendar Raffle winner is United LEA #193.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and I leave 
you with a thought for the day.

Worrying is like rocking in a rocking 
chair. It gives you something to do but you 
get nowhere doing it.

In Faith, Hope and Charity
Jeanette Dajc, Grand Matriarch

PRESIDENT

Ladies and Chevaliers,
This replaces my monthly letter from 

Judy, I think it is important to remember 
the meaning of how our flag is folded and 
the meaning of each fold. Thank you.

Judy.

The traditional method of folding the flag 
is as follows:

A.) Straighten out the flag to full length 
and fold length wise twice. 

B.) Fold it lengthwise a second time to 
meet the open edge, making sure that the 
union of stars on the blue blue field remains 
outward in full view.(A large flag may have 
to be folded lengthwise a third time.)

C.) A triangular fold is then started by 
bringing the striped corner of the folded 
edge to the open edge.

D.) The outer point is then turned 
inward, parallel with the open edge, to form 
a second triangle.

E.) The diagonal or triangular folding is 
continued toward the blue union until the 
end is reached, with only the blue showing 
and the form being that of a cocked (three 
-corner) hat. 

F.)  Meaning of  the Flag-Folding 
Program. 

 The flag-folding ceremony represents 
the same religious principles on which our 
great country was originally founded.

The portion of the flag denoting honor 
is the canton of blue containing the stars 
representing states our veterans served in 
uniform. The canton field of blue dresses 
from left to right and is inverted only when 
draped as a pall on a casket of a veteran 
who has served our country honorably in 
uniform. 

In the U.S. Armed Forces, at the cer-
emony of retreat, the flag is lowered, fold-
ed in a triangle fold and kept under watch 
throughout the night as a tribute to our 
nation’s honored dead. The next morning 
it is brought out and, at the ceremony of 

reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief 
in the resurrection of the body. 

Symbols for the Folds of the Flag. 
The first fold of our flag is a symbol of 

life.
The second fold is a symbol of our belief 

in eternal life. 
The third fold is made in honor and 

remembrance of the veteran departing our 
ranks, and who gave a portion of his life for 
the defense of our country to attain peace 
throughout the world. 

The fourth fold represents our weaker 
nature, as American citizens trusting in 
God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace, 
as well as in times of war, for His divine 
guidance.

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, 
for in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our 
country, in dealing with other countries, 
may she always be right, but it is still our 
country, right or wrong.”

The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. 
it is with our heart that we pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America, 
and to the republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God,  indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

The seventh fold is a tribute to our 
armed forces, for it is through the armed 
forces that we protect our country and our 
flag against all enemies, whether they be 
found within or without the boundaries of 
our republic.

The eight fold is a tribute to the one 
entered into a valley of the shadow of death, 
that we might see the light of day, and to 
honor our mother, for whom it flies on 
Mother’s Day. 

The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood,  
for it has been through their faith, love, 
loyalty and devotion that the character of 
the men and women who have made this 
country great have been molded. 

The 10th fold is a tribute to father, for he 
too, has given his sons and daughters for 
the defense of our country since he or she 
was first born. 

The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew 
citizens, represents the lower portion of the 
seal of King David and King Solomon and 
glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.

The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian 
citizen, represents and emblem of eternity 
and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, 
the Son and Holy Ghost. 

When the flag is completely folded, the 
stars are uppermost, reminding us of our 
national motto, “In God We Trust.”

After the flag is completely folded and 
tucked in it has the appearance of a cocked 
hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who 
served under Gen. George Washington and 
the sailors and Marines who served under 
Capt John Paul Jones and were followed by 
their comrades and shipmates in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, preserving for us the rights, 
privileges and freedoms we enjoy today.

A CHANCE MEETING
While Mathew Yingling, P.G. Legend 

Lodge #212 and his wife were walking 
through the Charleston Market in SC in 
July they were approached by Brother 
James O. Harris, G. U. O. O. F. Plymouth 
Rock Lodge #1622, Boston, MA, after he 
noticed Mathew’s tattoos and hat pins. Just 
more evidence that you have Brotherhood 
everywhere when you’re part of something 
so big. 

Pictured is Brother Matt Yingling of 
Legend Lodge #212 of Il and Brother James 
O. Harris of Plymouth Rock Lodge #1622 of 
Boston Ma. Photo credit to Jessica Yingling
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