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MT. ZION #300 PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIPS
Mount Zion Lodge #300 had the pleasure of presenting a $1,000 scholarship on behalf of 

the Illinois Odd Fellow Rebekah Scholarship Committee on May 16, 2016. The lodge took 
a recess to do the presentation to Victoria Morford of Decatur, IL. Her parents, Guy and 
Terri Morford accompanied her for the occasion. Victoria desires to further her education in 
Music Education.

 

Pictured is (L-R) Dennis White of the Scholarship Committee, recipient Victoria Morford 
and Mt Zion Lodge #300 Past Grand Scott Mayberry.

Mt. Zion Lodge #300 had the honor to present a $1,000 scholarship on behalf of the 
Illinois Odd Fellow Rebekah Scholarship Committee. The lodge took a recess to do the 
presentation to Kallistta Martin as her friend stood by in attendance. Brian Gee, Noble Grand 
of Mt. Zion Lodge #300 presented the scholarship to Kallista Martin of Lovington, IL. She is 
going to be attending Eastern Illinois University in Charleston this fall to study Physical 
Therapy and Athletic training. She is pursuing a degree in Kinesiology.

 

Pictured is (L-R) 
Kallistta Martin and 
Brian Gee, Noble 
Grand of Mt. Zion 
#300.

MT. ZION #300 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD IN PARIS, IL
An awards day for the graduates of Paris, IL High School was on Sunday, May 1, with 

many awards and scholarships presented to several of the students. The Illinois Odd Fellow 
Rebekah Scholarship Committee sent Vice Chairman Dennis White to the Paris, IL High 
School to present the $1,000 scholarships on behalf of the committee. The chosen recipient 
was Jaydon York of Paries, IL.  He was one of the 22 recipients chosen from the 193 statewide 
applications that were evaluated. After much difficulty, the committee narrowed the list down 
to the scholarship available this year. Jaydon’s goal is to train in Psychology and Sociology so 
he will be able to council children.
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Brothers and Sisters
So far, this year has been very busy and 

encouraging. I have attended many events 
and met many brothers and sisters that 
have made my Odd heart soar.

Coming into summer our schedule is 
filling up with many Odd events. I was 
honored to attend Wisconsin’s Grand Lodge 
Session in Green Bay. Seeing old friends 
and meeting new ones is always a lot of fun 
for my wife April and myself. Everywhere 
we go there is something new to learn, and 
I believe the more we learn about the order, 
the better we can perform as Odd Fellows.

Don’t be shy, go and visit other lodges, 
see how they do things. That lodge may 
do something you would like to see at your 
lodge. You can also share some of your 
lodge’s successes. We can all learn from 
each other. I believe if we all work together, 
our lodges will grow and become stronger. 
The best part is, we as members all become 
stronger.

Be the Bundle not the stick
When we bundle together, we create an 

energy that not only strengthens our order, 
but it empowers each of us individually, love 
and comradery always has that effect on a 
person.

Have a great ODD Summer
In FLT
Eric N Smith, Grand Master of Illinois

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Things have moved quickly this month. 

Attended the last District Meeting on June 
4th in Granite City; what a great group of 
Rebekah’s to end with. Actually ALL the 
Rebekah’s at all this years District meetings 
were GREAT. I had a wonderful time visit-
ing all our districts and meeting the best 
Rebekah’s, in my opinion. Thank you all for 
your kindness and courtesies during the 
meetings.

Since District Meetings I worked at my 
church’s Vacation Bible School; we had 4 
and 5 year olds in our class. Our theme was 
Barn Yard. We started and ended each class 
with a visit from our puppet, Polly the Pig. 
Polly got herself into some mischief but 
her Farmer was there to get her back on 
track. Just like our Lodge Sisters step up 
and extend a helping hand during our time 
of need. I am proud to be a Rebekah.

By the time you receive this letter; 
Father’s Day will be over. I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all Dad’s a 
very Happy Father’s Day.

Please remember to thank a vet during 
your July Fourth celebrations.

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS FOR 2016

August 27, 2016 – Rebekah Assembly 
Board Meeting

August 15, 2016 – August 19, 2016, 
Sovereign Grand Lodge meetings at Rapid 
City, South Dakota

MATTOON ODD FELLOW 
REBEKAH HOME

Earlier tonight I called to have your staff 
give my Aunt, who is not expected to make 
it much longer a message. I struggled to 
get through it. The woman on the phone 
was compassionate and I think by the end 
she was crying with me. My Aunt Carolyn 
Fryman means the world to me. I don’t 
get to come home much anymore because 
I am always Deployed in the US Navy. I 
grew up in Mattoon and that is where my 
heart will always be no matter where in the 
world I am. I hope that you can do me one 
more favor. Can you please tell her that I 
love her from the bottom of my heart. She 
will always be remembered by my family. 
Not a day goes by that I don’t think about 
her.  She has given me the strength to keep 
going even when I want to quit. Thank you 
guys for looking after this precious life I call 
my Aunt. A big thank you to the woman I 
talked to earlier. You made this Sailor very 
proud tonight. Please take care and know 
that my Shipmates and I have the watch 
tonight. Thanks again. 

Aviation Ordinance Chief, Toby Snowden, 
US Navy

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

This summer sure is flying by! We had 
a good time at our concert on the lawn 
last month and had a great turn out. We 
invite families and the community to join 
us and it's always nice to see new faces. We 
are planning on having a bake sale once a 
month to raise money for our Walk to End 
Alzheimer's team. We participated last year 
as well and this year we are trying to raise 
even more money for the cause.

This month will be a busy one. Hopefully 
the weather will cooperate and everyone 
will enjoy the 4th of July. We always enjoy 
ourselves here and the residents help us 
celebrate with a festive party. We will be 
walking in the Bagelfest parade again this 
year giving out goodies and representing 
our beautiful home. We will also have anoth-
er concert on the lawn this month and we 
always look forward to those.

We hope everyone is enjoying this beau-
tiful weather as much as we are. Until next 
month - take care and be well.

Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

THANK 
YOU

Dear Illinois Independent Order of Of Odd 
Fellows;

Thank you so very much for awarding 
me a scholarship of $1,000. I will be using 
the money for my studies in Industrial 
Electricity at Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale in the fall. Thank you again, I 
appreciate it very much.

Sincerely,
Justin Von Hatten
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CARBONDALE REBEKAH LODGE 
#220 PRESENTS CHECK TO 
LIGHTHOUSE HOMELESS 

SHELTER

Carbondale Rebekah Lodge #220 recently presented a $1,260.00 
check from the Illinois Odd Fellows Children’s Home Grant Fund 
to the Lighthouse Homeless Shelter in Marion, IL. The funds will be 
used to purchase shoes for the children at the shelter for the upcom-
ing year. Pictured left to right:  Sharon Atchinson, Lighthouse Dir.; 
Rebekah members: Thelma Simmons, Chaplain; Martha Freeman, 
Noble Grand; Joann James, Vice Grand; and Mary Nell Chew, 
Treasurer.  Also pictured are three children presently living at the 
shelter.

IRVING PARK #190 MAKES DONATION 
TO FRIENDS OF HANDICAPPED 

CHILDREN 

Irving Park Lodge #190 makes a $100 donation to Friends of 
Handicapped Children who assist individuals in the purchase of 
medical equipment that may not be covered by insurance and also 
install access ramps, if needed. Pictured is Noble Grand Tim Horn 
and FHC President Mark Cribben.

CENTURY LODGE #492

Noble Grand Aaron Rowland presented Brother Nick Caruso 
with a 15 year pin during the Thursday, May 5th meeting of Century 
Lodge #492 Carpentersville.

Century Lodge #492 Carpentersville presented DC Jr. Chargers 
Youth Football with a $1500 donation. Pictured is Noble Grand Aaron 
Rowland, Bob, Jim, Jen and Fawn from the Chargers organization.

GLENN W. COURSEY AGRICULTURAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

Bob Seiffert (right) presents Ryan Collins (left) with the Glenn W. 
Coursey Agriculural Scholarship.
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HOPEDALE REBEKAH LODGE #74 TAKES PART IN D.A.R.E. PROGRAMS

Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) culmination programs were held January 19 at Olympia West Elementary School in Minier 
and May 20 at Delavan Grade School .  These ceremonies marked the completion of D.A.R.E. training courses for 86 students.  Students who 
completed the sessions were recognized, including 43 fifth-grade students at Olympia West and 43 sixth-grade students at Delavan.

Hopedale Rebekah Lodge #74, representing the Odd Fellows and Rebekahs of Illinois, presented the D.A.R.E. t-shirts for the students to 
Chief Daryl Weseloh of the Minier Police Department, D.A.R.E. Instructor.

Each ceremony opened with a processional of the D.A.R.E. students, and D.A.R.E. students led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Weseloh gave 
the welcomes.

School and community officials gave congratulatory remarks at each program, reminding students to make positive choices, not to let 
drugs ruin their future, and to stay drug free.

Each student who participated in D.A.R.E. prepared an essay on the topic, “What I learned in D.A.R.E.”  Four essays at the  Olympia school 
and four essays at the Delavan school were selected for special recognition during the “Lena Woods Essay Award” presentations.

The late Lena Woods was a charter member of the Hopedale Rebekah Lodge and for many of her 101 years up until her move to an assist-
ed care facility, attended the D.A.R.E.  graduations. 

Today, Chief Weseloh remembers her faithful attendance at those D.A.R.E. programs, and to honor Lena, the essay award presentations 
now bear her name.  Chief Weseloh presented the award certificates to the students as they read their essays.

At each school, Weseloh gave “The Final Challenge,” speaking to the students about the importance of saying no to drugs.  He has been 
teaching the D.A.R.E. program for more than 25 years.

The ceremonies closed with a recessional by the D.A.R.E. students to a reception that followed each ceremony.
Linda Lou Robinson, Hopedale Rebekah Lodge #74 Secretary

On May 27, 2016, Erie Lodge presented a scholarship at the 
Honors Program held at Mater Dei High School in Breese, Illinois.  
This Honors Program was attended by various organizations who 
present several scholarships to the seniors.  Pictured (left to right) 
are Colleen Seiffert, Secretary of Erie Lodge, Evan Schuette and Bob 
Seiffert, Noble Grand of Erie Lodge.  Evan Schuette was awarded the 
$1,000 Erie Lodge Scholarship. 

ERIE LODGE PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP



Dear Mr. & Mrs. Curfman,
I wanted to thank you and rest of the Scholarship committee for 

awarding me with a 2016 Illinois Odd Fellow-Rebkah Scholarship. 
I’ve heard that even used books are expensive at the University of 
Illinois, so I plan to use the scholarship for that expense. I will also be 
living at home to save money, and with the help of your scholarship 
and a couple of other awards that I received, I should be able to study 
my first year at Illinois without taking out any major loans.

Thank you also for everything you did for me and my family on 
the day you presented me with the scholarship. The pizza was great 
and we’ve all enjoyed the books, cuff links, brooch pins, etc. You 
were so kind to me and I will always remember our day in Fisher.

I hope you have a nice summer.
Sincerely,
Bernie Arend

Dear Mr and Mrs. Curfman,
I just wanted to thank you again for the wonderful lunch and visit 

we had with you and Daniel. Even though he was buried in home-
work, Bernie was beaming all weekend! We would like to thank the 
Odd Fellows-Rebkahs for both their financial and emotional support 
of Bernie as he moves on to this new phase of his life. But we would 
also like to thank you, in particular, for arranging everything so 
nicely to make last Saturday a special moment in Bernie’s young life. 
He will never forget it!

Thanks also for your other gifts to each of our children. They 
have all been reading their books, and I noticed that the cuff links 
and brooch pins found very special places on each of their dressers. 
You went out of your way to make it a special day for Bernie and our 
entire family. May God bless you as richly as you have blessed oth-
ers. 

Sincerly,
Mary Kate, Nick, Bernie, Jakob, Sam, Miriam and Grace
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SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION OF THE ILLINOIS ODD FELLOW-REBEKAH SCHOLARSHIP

Group pic - Mike and Mary Kate, Daniel, Bernie, Gene, Miriam, Grace, and the twins in the back - Jakob and Sam.

Owl Creek Rebekah Lodge #91 Home of Book Exchange. Sam 
and Jakob as they choose books from the exchange.

Mary Kate sits on the floor to read to her girls at the Owl Creek 
Rebekah Lodge #91 Home of Book Exchange.

THANK YOU
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GRAND MATRIARCH

Dear Matriarchs and Patriarchs:
Here it is July---where has the year gone?  

Summer---Vacations—time to renew ones 
self. Hope you enjoyed the holiday and 
getting together with family and friends.

Our Memorial Day calendar raf fle 
winner was Centennial Encampment 
#2. Congratulations! We look forward to 
announcing our 4th of July winner. Keep 
selling your tickets, 3 more drawings, July 
4th, Labor Day and  session and turn in 
money and stubs  as soon as possible.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and look 
forward to getting back to business come 
September.
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

240 years ago …on July 4, 1776
This great nation,  the United States

of America,
In a struggle for what was right and free,

Was proudly born…
May we celebrate that precious freedom

For which our forbears fought so bravely…
The freedom that is inherent

In the Stars and Stripes, our revered flag…
Celebrate Freedom
The Fourth of July!

Joseph R. Martino 
In Faith Hope and Charity
Jeanette Dajc, Grand Matriarch

PRESIDENT

Chevaliers and Ladies:
Summer is finally here. The weather has 

been beautiful.
We are back from Washington, DC and 

the Tomb of the Unknown. It was a beauti-
ful day for the ceremony. What an awesome 
experience getting to lay the Wreath and 
watch the Guard change over the hallowed 
ground of the “Tomb of the Unknown”.

General Jerald had just visited Michigan 
and the General was in the Decoration of 
Chivalry. We will be going to Wisconsin in a 
few days for their session of the Department 
Council.

Now is the time to start thinking about 
The Sovereign Grand Lodge Session 
in August at Rapid City, South Dakota.  
They are planning a wonderful time for 
us throughout the week. We are looking 
forward to the Chuck Wagon dinner on 
Wednesday night at Mount Rushmore. I am 
looking forward to this annual event. 

Then in October we will be having our 
session in Lincoln on October 21, and 22. 
Also start thinking about the Decoration of 
Chivalry that will be on Friday evening. 

Just a side note to our annual session, 
the front part of Friendship Manor is under 
construction, so please do not enter through 
the front, only on the side of the building. 

Officers need to get their reports into 
Lady Audrey so she can get her work done. 
Also we will be having election and installa-
tion on Saturday, October 22.

Don’t forget to send your money for the 
Autistic project.

Lady Judy

DEPUTY GRAND 
MASTER

Brothers and Sisters,
I attended the Region #1 meeting in 

Carpentersville, Illinois on May 14th and a 
good time was had by all. There were over 
60 members at this regional meeting. There 
were 20 members that received their degree 
work.  The degree teams did an excellent 
job in presenting the degrees. Centur y 
Lodge #492 prepared the noon meal that 
was very good for all in attendance.

This was my first t ime going to 
Carpentersville meeting new friends, broth-
ers and sisters. I was able to see first hand 
how their lodge operates and gets things 
done. The different drill teams knew just 
what they had to do for installation.  They 
had one leader in control of the degree 
teams and their response was very good.

That being said I am now working on 
my Appointed Grand Lodge Officers for the 
coming year. There is a lot to do in prepara-
tion for the coming year. Cards to send out 
for members to return to me to be accepted 
for appointments for different committees 
within the organization. Please reply as 
soon as you can with your answer for serv-
ing or not serving. You are needed to make 
a difference in your grand lodge.

Also we need each lodge to get your 
reports into the grand lodge so you are rep-
resented at Grand Lodge in October.

In Friendship, Love and Truth,
Larry Gean
Deputy Grand Master of Illinois
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ROCKFORD LODGES IN PARADE
On May 28, Rockford Odd Fellow Lodge #140 and Temple Rebekah Lodge #789 participated in the Young At Heart parade in Loves 

Park.  Members decorated the float Friday evening, and on Saturday walked the parade route passing out literature on the Order and local 
lodges.  The parade committee awarded the lodges with the best overall float plaque.

Lodge members

Loves Park Mayor presenting plaque to Noble Grand Steve Adams, 
Rebecca Maplesdan
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