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BUSHNELL ODD FELLOW LODGE #322
CELEBRATES 150TH ANNIVERSARY

Speakers for the afternoon were L-R: Steve Pigg, Master of Ceremonies, Eric Smith, Grand Master of Illinois, Lyndall Pigg, Past Grand 
Master, and Robert Smith , Past Sovereign Grand Master of Illinois.

 
Steve Pigg welcomed everyone to the celebration and introduced each of these gentlemen to share a message with the crowd.  Robert 

Smith, PSGM shared the overall history of the Odd Fellows and their purpose over the years.  Eric Smith, GM of Illinois gave high praise 
to Bushnell lodge for all of the achievements over the past 150 years and wished them many more years of doing good in the community.  
Lyndall Pigg, PGM of Illinois and one of the oldest living members of the Bushnell lodge, talked about some of the old minutes he researched 
and pictures on display. It was a very interesting and informative afternoon.
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THANK YOU
On behal f  o f  the Grand Ladies 

Encampment Auxiliary. We wish to thank all 
who participated in our “Roundup” that was 
held on April 2, 2016. We did a fantastic job 
from all of the Auxiliaries and donations we 
received for Autism. Thank you so much.

The following is a breakdown of the 
funds that were taken in on Saturday’s 
Roundup.

McLean #29 $  195.00
Star #17 $  221.50
Ellwood #173 $  190.00
Randolph #55 $    85.00
United #193 $  100.00
Donations:
Betty Barnett  $    50.00
Bob Seiffert  $    50.00
Chuck Byers $    10.00
Auction $  301.00
Total $1202.50
Repor t from Grand Scribe Gail Ann 

Byers.

CALENDAR RAFFLE FOR 
AUTISM

 The Autistic Committee would like 
to thank everyone who has bought raffle 
tickets.   There are still 4 more chances to 
win.

Here are the winners for February 14 
Ellwood #173 Encampment and March 27 
Palacky  #630 Odd Fellows

If anyone needs more tickets  please 
contact me at mzmissi@yahoo.com or 708-
508-3303

Melissa Richards
President
Autistic Committee

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS FOR 2016

May 14, 2016 – Odd Fellow Region #1 
Meeting in Carpentersville 10 a.m.

May 14, 2016 – Rebekah Dist. #11 Mtg.
May 20, 2016 – Rebekah Dist. #1 Mtg.
May 21, 2016 – Rebekah District #6 

Meeting – Rebekah Assembly Board Meeting
June 4, 2016 – Rebekah Dist. #26 Mtg.
August 27, 2016 – Rebekah Assembly 

Board Meeting
August 15, 2016 – August 19, 2016, 

Sovereign Grand Lodge meetings at Rapid 
City, South Dakota

MT. ZION LODGE 
#300 LOSES ANOTHER 

BROTHER
Woodrow (Woody) Gosnell, 87, passed 

away on 03-28-16.  Woody was initiated to 
Mt. Zion #300 Lodge on March 20, 1961. 
He was presented Life Membership in 2011 
and passed away as a 55 year member.  
Visitation and Odd Fellows rites were per-
formed at Dawson-Wikoff Funeral Home in 
Mt .Zion, IL.  He was buried at the M.t Zion 
Township Cemetary on April 4th, 2016.

Woody faithfully served the Mt. Zion 
Odd Fellow Lodge #300 for 55 years, as well 
as traveling to visit other lodges and sup-
porting Odd Fellows throughout the state.  
While he was involved with Odd Fellows, 
he was also very active in the community.  
He was a member of the Boy Scouts, the 
Mt. Zion Lions Club and the South Macon 
Masonic Lodge #467.  He also served as a 
Mt. Zion Village Board member for sixteen 
years and on the Mt. Zion Planning and 
Zoning Board for years as well.

Woody attended DeVry Technical School 
in the early 40’s where he studied to be a 
television tech. He sold and serviced televi-
sions for nearly 19 years. He continued to 
serve the public, working for the Mt, Zion 
Post Office where he started the very first 
walking route in the Village of Mt. Zion. 
Woody retired from the Postal Service in 
1989.

Woody dearly loved working with his 
hands, having built his own home of which 
they still lived in. He and his wife Virginia 
enjoyed camping on Lake Shelbyville with 
friends and family as Woody loved sport 
fishing, hunting also gardening.

Woody will be sorely missed by the 
membership of Lodge #300. Not so many 
years ago he recognized that the lodge 
membership needed revitalized.  He was 
kind enough to invite a few middle aged 
gentlemen to join the order, many of which 
have since served as Noble Grand.  Our 
Lodge is now over 100 member’s strong and 
growing still. His kindness and willingness 
to help others aspire to be better, will never 
be forgotten.

Words fail us as we try to say goodbye to 
such a friend. God Speed Woody

Our Lodge is dwindling down to but a 
few of the older members. We value all of 
our members, but our older members are 
a limited commodity.  We so value their 
knowledge and guidance.  If you have 
older people in your Lodge, please sit down 
and start asking, take advantage of their 
wisdom.

Please be respectful and ask those 
questions you always wanted to ask, the 
day nears when it will be too late for our 
questions. We will all someday cross that 
same threshold.

Jon Thomas, Secretary
Mt. Zion I.O.O.F. Lodge #300
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Brothers and Sisters,
My hope is that you are all enjoying the 

life of an Odd Fellow, there are a lot of cool 
and interesting brothers and sisters in this 
world and I hope you have the chance to 
reach out and meet some of them. We are 
all Brothers and Sisters.

At this time I would like to thank the 
tremendous ef for ts of the Children’s 
Home Board, the Odd Fellow-Rebekah 
Home Board and the Odd Fellow-Rebekah 
Housing Board. These Brothers and Sisters 
put in a tremendous amount of time and 
effort to help us ALL look good, their jobs 
are not easy, but they do stand tall to the 
task before them. We should all thank them 
for a job well done.

Recently I was afforded the opportunity 
to sit in, at one of their meetings and was 
very impressed with the professionalism in 
which they run their meetings.

I would also like to wish the Scholarship 
Committee, good luck and warm wishes 
while going through the giant stack of 
requests for scholarships. Thank you for 
the time and effort you all put into your 
committee and the kids that are requesting 
help with their schooling.

For all the members who work on com-
mittees and feel un-appreciated for their 
willingness and hard work, I thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart, I see what you 
do and go through, as do many others, and 
you are all a major factor in what keeps us 
moving forward.

I would like to tell you about my visit 
to a (soon to be) new group in our Illinois 
order, it is full of young people, they and 
the Executive Board are working on getting 
them chartered. It will be Illinois 1st United 
Youth Group, located in Plano, Illinois. My 
wife April and I went to a movie night they 
were having, they had no idea that we were 
coming, it was to be a surprise, and boy 
were they surprised…We had a great time 
with the kids and their families. This is 
such an amazing thing for our order, with 
huge kudos to the brothers and sisters who 
are keeping these kids together and busy 

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I think Mother Nature has a wicked 

sense of humor. I think she has her seasons 
mixed up. Since Spring of ficially began, 
she has been giving us more winter type 
weather. Friday night here in Northern 
Illinois we had blizzard like conditions. It 
was snowing so hard we could barely see 
our neighbors. I left for my Spring meet-
ing on Saturday morning with a dusting of 
snow on the ground. I can just hear Mother 
Nature snickering; saying you need to take 
better care of your environment.

Speaking of Spring Meetings, I am hav-
ing a blast traveling around and visiting 
with all of you. Hope to see more new faces 
at the remaining meetings.

When in our spring meetings, please 
remember to help the presiding of ficer, 
don’t make comments under your breath 
and not say anything to them. When help-
ing please remember to be thoughtful and 
kind. Let’s all work together.

Here is a reminder on my basket raffles, 
my fund raiser for the year. All proceeds to 
benefit Rebekah charities of the order.

Tea for Two Pizza Tonight
Gardening Movie Night
Pamper my Hands Pamper ME
Pamper my Feet Kitchen Items
Wine Tasters  Barbeque
Coffee Break Outdoor Entertaining
Bar Glasses Jelly Sampler
Quilt Top

If you need tickets, please contact me or 
Janet Bruce.

My butter fly pins are also in. If you 
cannot make a spring meeting but would 
like a pin, please let me know and I will 
make sure you get one. They are selling for 

WHY I BECAME AN
ODD FELLOW 

I was asked by Grand Master Eric Smith 
to write an article as to why I enjoy the Odd 
Fellows, and what they have done for me.

Soon after I graduated from high school, 
my Dad, Harry J. Jones, invited me to join 
the Brighton Odd Fellow Lodge #366. I was 
initiated January 14, 1948, along with two 
other candidates.

I will never forget that evening.  It 
inspired me so much, as did the other 
Degrees that followed. I have always tried 
to live my life as a true Odd Fellow.  I have 
been active in the lodge for 68 years, and 
have done what I can to inspire others.

I have served in every office of the lodge, 
and have been Secretary for many years.  
Our lodge had to work hard to maintain 
the expenses. We have had ‘fried chicken 
suppers’, then we found that if we have two 
‘fish fry’s a year it was easier and furnished 
what we needed.  The Rebekah’s helped us 
in everything we did for the lodge.

When I retired, I began my climb 
through the Grand Lodge. I have since trav-
eled the Jurisdiction of Illinois many times 
and know where each lodge is, and how 
to get there. When I was Grand Master, 
my aim in life was not only to serve the 
Order, but to inspire and help anyone I 
could, and especially the Odd Fellows, so 
they in return could do the same.  Because 
of my taking time to do this, I have met and 
loved so many people throughout the state, 
and in other states.

I have served as Representative of the 
Grand Lodge to Sovereign Grand Lodge for 
over twenty years. This is not just a ‘glory’ 
position, this takes your time as well as still 
traveling, and serving others in any way 
that you can. After Sovereign Grand Lodge 
Session, there are reports to write, is it 
work, yes, but work that is a joy, because it 
is doing for the Odd Fellows, and I am living 
my life as such.

My life has been devoted to doing for 
others, and promoting the Order of Odd 
Fellowship. The Degrees inspired me when 
I first took them, and to this day when I 
help with Degree Work, I feel like the first 
time I took these Degrees, “I am an Odd 
Fellow”, I believe in the ‘fellowship of men’. 
of ‘truth’, etc.

Yes, I have devoted my life to being an 
Odd Fellow, because of the inspiration of 
the Degrees, and I truly believe in them, 
But, I could not have done all that I have 
done without the help of my wife, Audrey. 
She has taken care of the children, done the 
work at home that I had to leave for a while, 
and has been there to do what I want and 
need.

Thank you to all that have inspired me, 
and all those I have met and hope I have, in 
some small way inspired them, because “I 
Am An Odd Fellow”, and proud of it.

Allen H. Jones, Past Grand Master

in their work to help others. When other 
states no longer have youth programs, we 
are adding! These kids are our future.

So far this year I have attended three 
Regional Meetings and the turnouts have 
been fantastic, there have been between 14-
17 brothers and sisters per regional meet-
ing going through their degree work. We 
are moving forward through membership, 
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.

In Friendship, Love and Truth
Eric Smith, Grand Master

$3.00 each.
In Friendship, Love and Truth
Rebecca Anderson-Maplesden



CARBONDALE REBEKAH LODGE #220 
HONORS 50 YEAR REBEKAH MEMBERS

Pictured (left to right) Martha Freeman, Noble Grand; Ruth 
Miller, Vice Grand; and Thelma Simmons, Chaplain of Carbondale 
Rebekah Lodge #220. On March 3, 2016, Ruth presented Martha 
and Thelma Their 50 year Rebekah membership pins followed by a 
congratulatory reception for all attending.
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CLIO REBEKAH LODGE #143 MEMBERS CELEBRATED ALONG 
WITH MASON ODD FELLOWS LODGE #143

Seated in front are Emily Haare, and Laura Bell McDaniel, 
standing L-R are Cathy Reavley, Wilma Campbell, Karen Taylor and 
Judy Sarnes.

  

IRVING PARK #190
HOST GUEST FROM HOUSTON TEXAS

 Jean Sereno recently visited Irving Park Lodge from Houston, 
Texas and tells us that the lodge they started 2 years ago has 100 
active members (60 of them are women).

 

Pictured is Noble Grand Tim Horn in middle with Jean Sereno on 
his left and members in attendance at the meeting.

MT. ZION ODD FELLOWS LODGE #300 
The Mt. Zion Odd Fellows Lodge #300 continues to be an out-

standing community leader, supporting programs and events such 
as local youth sports, Mt. Zion Pony Express, local area Cub Scouts, 
local high school programs, area food pantries, and other community 
based programs and events.

The Mt. Zion Odd Fellows continues its efforts with this year Mt. 
Zion Odd Fellows Gun Raffle, 60 for 60. Where they have teamed up 
with The Bullet Trap in Macon, IL to distribute 60 guns in only 60 
days. This is the predecessor to last years 52 Gun Raffle where they 
raffled only one gun each week for a year.

This year the Mt. Zion Odd Fellows are unloading quickly with 
their 60 for 60 gun raffle. The raffle will begin June 1st and continue 
for 60 days straight, with an even better gun list than last year.

Tickets are on sale now and are only $100 each but don’t wait 
because they are only selling a limited 1000 tickets. With over half 
the tickets sold already, they won’t last long.

To purchase tickets or get more information, including this years 
gun list, you can visit www.mtzionoddfellows.org, contact your near-
est Mt. Zion Odd Fellows member, or stop into the Bullet Trap in 
Macon, IL during business hours. And stay up to date with the raffle 
by liking the Mt. Zion Odd Fellows on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/mtzionoddfellows.

 

The Mt. Zion Lodge #300 hosted Region Meeting and Degree 
Day.  Attendees were invited to participate in a 50/50 drawing with 
all proceeds going to the Mt. Zion Lodge Autism Fund, which is an 
annual Mt. Zion Lodge Fund members contribute to during the year.

During the lunch meal, the winning ticket was drawn, with the 
prize of $103.  The winner of the drawing was Jim Turner, Past 
Grand Master and Grand Rep to the Sovereign Grand Lodge.  Jim 
was awarded the cash by Mt. Zion Lodge PNG Kerry Toothman, at 
which time he donated it all back.

Jon Thomas, Secretary
Mt Zion I.O.O.F. Lodge #300
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OWL CREEK REBEKAH LODGE #91 
BOOK EXCHANGE MARKS 13 YEARS

April of 2003 found Owl Creek Rebekah Lodge needing a project 
to become more useful to the community.  The idea of a free trade of 
books came to mind.  A Rummage Sale has been added each book 
day to support it. 

Fisher is a small rural community that has no library.  Although 
neighboring towns do have libraries, the cost of non-resident library 
cards is prohibitive for some people.

The Book Exchange is a volunteer program housed in the IOOF 
Hall at the corner of Sangamon and Third, downtown Fisher.  Two 
members of the Odd Fellow and Rebekah Lodges, Nancy & Gene 
Curfman, maintain the project.  Close friend and volunteer Janet 
Sutton from Thomasboro is a regular to assist with many hours sort-
ing the hundreds of books that arrive each book day.   

The Book Exchange now moves into its 13th year of successfully 
serving the people of the community and surrounding area.  Patrons 
come from Mansfield, Mahomet, Gibson City, Paxton, Rantoul, 
Thomasboro, Loda, Ludlow, Champaign, and Fisher and even out of 
state visitors vacationing in the area.

At the present time we have a huge selection of quality hard cover 
by noted authors.  Someone said they enjoy reading stories about the 
Amish and we have those.  Some of the regulars enjoy the Harlequin 
and Love Inspired stories.  A large supply of cookbooks has just 
arrived. There is a corner of assorted reference books and a very 
large selection in the mystery corner.  Biographies, history, inspi-
rational and the children’s bookcase are all available as well as the 
hundreds of romance in soft cover.  Come see if we have something 
for you or the young members of your family.  

A Rummage Sale has been added to enhance your visit to the book 
exchange.  As a non-profit, sales from the tables assist in keeping the 
doors open to the public.  If you prefer a free will donation, there is 
a tip jar available.  Also available for your convenience is a drop box 
for used eyeglasses and hearing aids that will get turned over to the 
Lions Club.  More information?  Please call 217-897-6544.    

 

Everett Wilson sorts through a box of Western Titles. His 
daughter Cathy checks out the numerous choices in the Mystery 
corner.

MASON ODD FELLOW LODGE #143 
HOSTED AWARDS NIGHT

Mason Lodge #143 hosted awards evening with Clio Rebekah 
Lodge #143 also of Havana with a potluck supper at 6 p.m.

The awards were presented by Robert Smith, Past Sovereign 
Grand Master also a member of Mason Lodge and Arlan Miller, 
Grand Treasurer of Illinois from Fulton Lodge #51.

Odd Fellow members receiving awards:
Jerald T. Sarnes – 40 years
Robert Smith – 15 years
Janet Smith recognized for 3 years
Jeff Sisson – 15 years
Harold Reavley - Recognized for 2 years
Charles Campbell – 40 years
Catherine Reavley – Recognized for 2 years
Judy Sarnes – Recognized for 3 years
Mike Coleman – 15 years
Not Present:
Nathaniel Sisson – 10 years
Kenneth Beck – 45 years
Merle Fleming – 40 years
Patrick Sarnes – 30 years
Robert Beck – 45 years
Clio Rebekah Lodge passed out certificates
Judy Sarnes – 40 years
Jerald T. Sarnes – 40 years
Charles Campbell – 40 years
Emily Haare – 20 years
Wilma Campbell – 25 years
Karen Taylor – 28 years
Laura Bell McDaniel – 29 years
Catherine Reavley –27 years
Not Present:
Louise Gregory – 17 years
Jamie Eckert – 11 months
Athena Brooks – 21 years

Pictured: Front row Jerald T. Sarnes. Second Row: Robert Smith, 
Janet Smith. Third Row: Jef f Sisson, Harold Reavley, Catherine 
Reavley, Charles Campbell, Judy Sarnes, Mile Coleman.

May 8, 2016MAY 30, 2016



6

CENTENNIAL ENCAMPMENT #2
Centennial Encampment #2, hosted a Special Session of the Grand 

Encampment Degree Day, on March 26, 2016 at Dupo, IL.
Four new members received their Degrees, Larry Pelker, Lynn 

Pelker of #2, Jennifer Ritter Star #17, and Shelia Reamer of Kewanee 
#105.

Grand Encampment Officers present were: Grand Patriarch 
Kenneth Lasswell, Grand High Priest Archie Bruce, Grand Junior 
Warden Ernest Higgerson Sr.,  Grand Scribe Gen ® Jerald T. Sarnes, 
Grand Treasurer Allen H. Jones, Grand Junior Warden Janet Bruce, 
Grand Representative Arlan Miller, Junior Past Grand Patriarch Niles 
Reamer, Grand Marshal Geff Lasswell, Grand Outside Sentenel 
Larry Gean.

There were twenty eight Patriarchs present to enjoy a good 
day of Degree Work, and a delicious dinner at noon.  The Host 
Encampment is to be congratulated for reviving the Centennial 
Encampment #2, which was transferred to Dupo from Granite City 
on January 1, 2016.

Front row: l-r: Larr y Pelker, L ynn Pelker of Centennial 
Encampment #2, Jennifer Ritter of Start #17, Shelia Reamer of 
Kewanee #105.

Back row: l-r: Allen Jones, GT, Gen ® Jerald T. Sarnes, GS, Ken 
Lasswell, GP, Geff Lasswell, GM, Ernest Higgerson Sr., GJW, Janet 
Bruce, GJW, Larry Gean, GOS, Richard Bright Encampment #2.

Allen H. Jones, Reporter

BRIGHTON  I.O.O.F. LODGE #366 PRESENTS 
CHECK TO BRIGHTON FOOD PANTRY

 Allen Jones, on behalf of Brighton Odd Fellows Lodge #366, 
presented a $100.00 check to the Brighton Food Pantry. The Lodge 
found that giving money to the Food Pantry was better than giving 
food items.

The Food Pantry is now affiliated with the Illinois Food Pantry, 
located in Springfield. They can buy the food so much cheaper than 
going to the local stores. Mr. & Mrs. Charles Porter rent a U-Haul 
each month and go to Springfield to get a new supply of food for the 
‘Food Pantry’.

Food items, supplies and cash donations are still in need, so keep 
up the good work that the community has been doing.

 
 

Pictured are Allen Jones, Karen Porter, Dorothy Schroeder, and 
Sylvia Skinner. Brighton is very fortunate to have such a facility.  
The Porter’s and others work very hard to keep this maintained and 
ready for those in need.

 Allen Jones Sec’
Brighton I.O.O.F. Lodge #366

MARRIORETTA REBEKAH LODGE #347
Marrioretta Rebekah Lodge #347 of Arthur donated non-food 

items to the Arthur Food Bank March 14th after their meeting.

 
Pictured is left Leona Magie Vice Grand and Noble Grand Kathy 

Nash with some of the items donated.
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GRAND MATRIARCH

Dear Matriarchs and Patriarchs:
SPRING! Where has is gone? Snow-rain-

you name it but keep your Faith! Spring will 
return.

Round-up held on April 2, 2016 at 
Friendship Manor was attended by 39. 
Had hoped for more but sickness and the 
scholarship committee not meeting held 
down the numbers. We made over $1080.00 
for the day thanks to our faithful buyers and 
good auctioneers.

I’m looking forward to official visits but 
haven’t heard from several of the auxiliaries. 
May is a very busy month for me so I will 
be willing to do June, July, or August.

Keep selling you Calendar raffle tickets. 
We still have four more drawings with the 
next one being on Memorial Day.

In Faith, Hope & Charity,
Jeanette Dajc, Grand Matriarch
 

 ON THIS MEMORIAL DAY
Remember those who served before.
Remember those who are no more.
Remember those who serve today.
Remember them all on Memorial Day.

AN OLD MEMBER
An old member of a lodge, who 

previously had been attending lodge 
regularly, stopped going.  After a few weeks, 
the Chairman of the Visiting Committee 
decided to visit the Old Member... it was a 
chilly evening.  The Chairman found the 
Old Member at home alone, sitting before 
a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for the 
Visit, the member welcomed the Chairman 
in, led him to a comfortable chair near the 
fireplace and waited. The Chairman made 
himself at home but said nothing.

In the grave silence, he contemplated 
the dance of the flames around the burning 
logs. After some minutes, the Chairman 
took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a 
brightly burning ember and placed it to 
one side of the hear th all alone.  Then 
he sat back in the chair, still silent.  The 
Old Member watched all this in quiet 
contemplation. As the one lone ember’s 
flame flickered and diminished, there was 
a momentary glow and then it’s fire was no 
more. Soon it was cold and dead.

Not a word had been spoken since the 
initial greeting. The Chairman glanced at 
his watch and chose this time to leave; He 
slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead 
ember and placed it back in the middle 
of the fire. Immediately it began to glow, 
once more with the light and warmth of the 
burning coals around it. As the Chairman 
reached the door to leave the Old Member 
said, with a tear running down his cheek, 
“Thank you so much for your fiery visit. I 
shall be back in lodge next meeting.

We live in a world today which tries to 
say too much with too little. Consequently, 
few listen. Sometimes the best stories are 
the ones left unspoken. What silent message 
would you share with someone today?

Sometimes they just need to know they 
have been missed. That they have meaning, 
that they are still needed, they are still vital 
to the order.

Let your example of Odd Fellowship 
shine before your members in such a way 
that they may see your love for the Order 
and want to be present for every meeting.

PRESIDENT

Ladies and Chevaliers:
Man is it cold. I thought it was supposed 

to be warm. Guess not for a while.
We are home for a while then its off to 

Washington, DC for the Pilgrimage to the 
Tomb of the Unknown for the wreath lay-
ing. I will have the privilege of laying the 
wreath for the LAPM.  What an honor. I am 
very proud to have this honor and repre-
sent Illinois.  Everyone needs to attend this 
worthwhile event, it is a very moving expe-
rience.  I know its on Mother’s Day week-
end this year and what better way to honor 
your mother than to attend the “Tomb of 
the Unknown” and watch the soldiers that 
stand guard at the the Tomb.  I am wishing 
for every Mother to enjoy her special day.

We  e n j o y e d  a t t e n d i n g  G e n e r a l 
Commanding Emil Suder testimonial week-
end.  “What a Place”. It was very elegant.

We also attended the Oklahoma 
Department Council and also Kentucky 
Department Council.

Now is the time for all Chevaliers and 
Ladies to start thinking about our Annual 
Session of the Department Council and 
Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant along 
with the Decoration of Chivalry which will 
be on October 28th and 29th, 2016.

 Judy

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

We have a busy month ahead of us with 
National Nursing Home week. The theme 
this year is "Small World with a Big Heart." 
We plan on celebrating with a Mother's 
Day Tea and all of our female residents 
will receive a flower. Residents will be 
celebrating with their family members 
with a family night picnic where we will 
have a petting zoo, hamburgers and hot 
dogs. We will also have Al Mohan come 
sing for us, a photo shoot with all of our 
residents, reading books to a day care 
center and community BINGO just to name 
a few things to look forward to. We are also 
so excited for our cookie contest where 
residents will make and donate a dozen 
cookies to the homeless shelter after being 
judged on creativity, taste and appearance.

On May 26th, we are supporting Red 
Nose day, which is a program that fights to 
end childhood hunger. Everyone that wants 

to participate will be wearing a red ball on 
their nose so I'm sure we will have fun with 
that.

We are loving this beautiful weather and 
enjoying the sunshine every chance we get.

Until next month-take care and be well.
Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

F L T
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RUSHVILLE ODD FELLOWS LODGE #24
HOLD YOUTH DAY ACTIVITIES

Schuyler County Youth Director for the Rushville Odd Fellows Lodge #24 advises 69 were in attendance at the Big Buddy 
Youth Day on Saturday, April 2, 2016.  Schieferdecker advises there were 55 youth and 14 adult chaperones for the trip to 
Scotties Fun Spot in Quincy.  The group arrived at Quincy at 11:45 and left returning to Rushville at 4:30 p.m.  Assistant Director 
Thursa Edwards worked with the Fun Spot officials setting up the events for the day.  A pizza and soft drink buffet was held for 
an hour and the youth were given game cards for the arcade, laser tag, laser frenzy, ball o rama, bumper cars, go kart races and 
roller skating for the day.  Transportation providers and chaperones for the trip were Don Schieferdecker, Thursa Edwards, 
Angie and Allen Smith, Angelica Smith, Leslie Deloche, Jim and Jan Gray, Kylee and Kyle Morse, Melissa Barrett, Jodie 
Lindsey, Rosemary Johns, Cari Lindsey and Misty Miller.  Becky Pruden with the Two Rivers Regional Council also provided 
a youth bus for transportation.  Schieferdecker advises another Big Buddy Youth Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 30 at the 
Princess Movie Theater in Rushville.  The details will be announced later.  The Big Buddy Youth program is sponsored by the 
Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge #24. 


