
MEET YOUR 2016-2017 REGIONAL DIRECTORS AND 
DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS

Pictured L-R Front Row: Clyde Litton Regional Director of Region 5; Eric Smith Grand Master; Larry Gean Deputy Grand Master; Richard 
Hays Regional Director of Region 4;

Back row L-R; Ernest Higgerson DDGM District 91; Mat Yingling DDGM District 21; Don Klockenga DDGM District 70; Richard 
Nowaczynski DDGM District 4; Randall Barnes DDGM District 78; Pete Cortilet DDGM  District 1; Rick Baker out going DDGM District 1; 
Thomas Kinzer DDGM District #51.
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ODD FELLOW -
REBEKAH HOME

201 Lafayette Ave., Mattoon, Illinois 61938

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Harriet Jones 11/01/22
Nancy Copsy 11/02/41
Jean Moody 11/02/26
Helen Smith 11/09/31
Frances Risting 11/13/22
Elsie Webster 11/13/30
Modelle Cloyd 11/22/29
Thelma Pendergast 11/24/23
Ruby Smith 11/24/25
Mary Hamilton 11/26/23
Catherine Landrus 11/26/32
Shirley Shearer 11/27/34

SEND NEWS TO:
Grand Lodge of Illinois

Editor Illinois Odd Fellow Paper
845 Wyatt Avenue, PO Box 248

Lincoln, IL 62656-0248
Phone: 217-735-2561

Fax: 217-735-2562
E-mail: grandeditor@frontier.com

IN MEMORIUM
ODD FELLOWS

DONALD L. SPRATT
January 24, 1924-August 4, 2016

49 year member

REBEKAH'S LODGE #512
GLENN GINGERICH

January 16, 2016
48 year member

MARY ANN ESTES
January 27, 2016
67 year member

LOUISE ROBY
May 25, 2016

62 year member

THELMA PARRY
August 28, 2016
70 year member

THANK YOU
I want to thank you for awarding me one 

of the Rebekah Assembly’s scholarships.  
Your contribution to my education is very 
much appreciated.  I am enrolled at CLC 
“Pathway to Engineering” program.  Once 
again thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Christopher Weilbaker

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

October is probably my favorite month 
of the year. Fall is in full effect, the leaves 
are changing and the colors are so beauti-
ful. The residents enjoy October because 
they know at the end of this month is our 
Halloween Spooktacular Trick or Treating 
for the children in the community. It's so 
much fun seeing everyone dressed up, resi-
dents, children and staff. I'm sure we will 
see some good costumes this year.

We participated in the Business Expo 
at the Cross County Mall again this year 
and it went great. I love the opportunity to 
show off our home. We had many wonder-
ful compliments about how nice our home 
is and how great our staff is. It really makes 
me proud to hear that from the community 
because I know everyone here works very 
hard to keep everything going.

This month is a busy month for us as we 
prepare to see everyone at Grand Lodge. 
We look forward to this every year and 
once again, it's a wonderful opportunity to 
show how proud we are of the Odd Fellow-
Rebekah Home.

Last but not least, we participated in 
The Walk to End Alzheimer's at the end 
of September and it went great. To see all 
the support from the community and how 
much people donated to the Alzheimer's 
Association is wonderful.

We look forward to another busy month 
in November. Until next month - take care 
and be well.

Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

MT. ZION LODGE PRESENTS 50 YEAR JEWEL

 

James Osborne was presented his 50 year service pin at a regular meeting on Sept. 12th. 
by Mt. Zion Lodge NG Brian Gee.

Jim had begun service in the Decatur #65 lodge along with his dad and brother David 
for several years. He merged membership when Decatur merged with a more active Mt. 
Zion # 300 lodge about 1989. His son Kevin (also a IOOF member, joined him for the supper 
celebration. Jim now resides in the Quincy area along with his wife Janis as they are retired 
from the railroad and post office & Walmart and Sears respectively.

Mt. Zion lodge members were glad to have Jim and his son back to visit. Come back 
anytime as you are welcome.

P.G. Dennis White
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Brothers and Sisters
Throughout the year you have all read 

and listened to my vision and hopes for 
our Illinois jurisdiction and our order as a 
whole. I  would like to share how success-
ful this year has been, with your help, hard 
work and patience.

The 2015 Grand Lodge Session was 
filled with camaraderie  and F L&T . It was 
also very memorable to become the Grand 
Master of Illinois, an honor that will always 
be close to my heart.

After Grand Lodge Session I was able to 
attend the Children’s Home Board meet-
ing, It was interesting and informative, it’s 
always great to learn about another facet 
of our order. It has amazed me, as to how 
many facets there are in our order, and to 
keep our gem of an order moving forward, 
each facet must be polished and cared for, 
by the hands and hearts of our members.

Later in October, I attended the Indiana 
Grand Lodge Session, Our Indiana brothers 
and sisters were welcoming and gracious to 
myself and April. We could not ask for bet-
ter hosts.

November brought us to our annual 
Leaders Banquet, I was very pleased by 
the care and hard work it took to organize 
this event, and was able to give my thanks 
to all who attended and all who worked so 
diligently for our order.  

There were many gifts received in 
December, The gift of joining in the festivi-
ties of the Annual Rabbit Supper at Bushnell 
Lodge #322, and having fun bidding on the 
Grand Masters Cake, with the help of the 
Grand Secretary, also bidding for me, “$ 
that gift went to charity $”. And during all 
this fun, we received the gift of being thor-
oughly entertained by the great banjo music 
played by Grand Representative Jim Turner, 
and the awesome gift of having the honor to 
present Gene Burton with his 70 year jewel.

Then attending Odd Fellow - Rebekah 
Home Christmas party in Mattoon, Il. I was 
granted the gift of helping hand out pres-
ents to these wonderful senior residents.

At the Ellwood #173 Encampment 
meeting, Grand Patriarch Ken Lasswell 
shared with all present his thoughts and 
ideas on how to approach members and 
strengthen the Encampment Branch of Odd 
Fellowship.

To finish off the month with the gift of 
giving while participating with Century 
Lodge #492 as we hosted a grand Christmas 
dinner for 9 local families with 26 chil-
dren, our own brother, “Santa” came and 
bore many gifts for each child and a full 
Christmas dinner and Santa’s stockings for 
the parents to take home and surprise the 
kids with. A very moving experience.

January brought me to an All Degree 
Day at Legend Lodge #212, it had a very 
good turn out and the enthusiasm was 
infectious. Then it was of f to the Grand 
Lodge School of Instruction. Many mem-
bers attended, our Grand Instructor, Rich 
Herring, did a great job running the school 
for the first time, I was impressed. It’s my 
hope that the future attendance keeps ris-
ing, there’s so much to learn, and the fun 
and laughter with fellow members is price-
less.

The regional  meetings began in 
February, Each and every Regional meeting 
I have attended “all of them” have shown 
myself, my staff and the Executive Board, a 
friendly and welcoming hand in friendship. 
I had a great time at every one, and I’m 
proud to say the attendance in all was up. 
There were 65 members who went through 
their degree work. This is a great achieve-
ment that shows our desire to grow and be 
strong.

• 2-27-16 Region # 2 – Farmington
• 3-19-16 Region # 3 – Mt Zion
• 4-9-16 Region # 4 – Dupo
• 4-16-16 Region # 5 - Flora
• 5-14-16 Region # 1 - Carpentersville
March took us to Plano Il, home of 

Legend Lodge #212, to join the kids of the 
upcoming United Youth Group in a pizza 
and movie night. They were so enthusiastic 
to ask questions about what they are about 
to join. It was a great night with kids that 
have the hearts and drive to do great things 
for their community. I am also grateful to 
have attended the Bushnell Lodge #322, 
150th Anniversary party. What a great and 
admirable milestone.

In April, we attended the annual GLEA 
Round Up. This is always a good time play-
ing games and bidding on the always huge 
variety of items to be won in the name of 
Autism. The attendance has gotten lower 
and lower each year, and this distresses me, 
we all need to work to get the word out to 
all members, that all are welcome to these 
events, it is not just for the members of that 
particular unit.

The month of May was unforgettable, 
April, myself and our son Lucas traveled to 
Washington DC to participate in the 83rd 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns, Having the honor to repre-
sent the state of Illinois and all the mem-
bers within.  The next weekend was just 
as exciting, the first United Youth Group 

was chartered and installed as Generosity 
United Youth Group #1. All in attendance 
were so very proud of this accomplishment 
and also very proud of our brothers and sis-
ters of Legend Lodge #212 for working with 
and truly caring about these kids who can’t 
wait to do great things together as a team. 
Brothers and sisters from around the state 
packed the house full of support.

June took my wife and myself to the 
Wisconsin Grand Lodge Session, Their hos-
pitality was immeasurable, we were able 
to tour their Odd Fellow / Rebekah home. 
A very impressive facility, top notch and 
full of F L & T.  Like our home in Mattoon, 
constantly striving to give the best care pos-
sible.

In July, I worked traffic control with my 
home lodge Century #492, a Motorcycle 
run called Ride for Veterans, a ride to sup-
port TLS Veterans, raising almost $8,000.00 
to help feed, clothe, house and help these 
veterans get on their feet. We also attend-
ed and annual 2 night campout Hosted 
by Sycamore #105, a two night campout 
with brothers and sisters of surrounding 
lodges share a weekend of fellowship, for 
many years my family looks forward for this 
event.

I was disappointed that I was not able 
to attend the Great Lakes Conference or 
Sovereign Session.

In August we joined in the festivities of 
Sycamore Lodge  #105 at their annual Odd 
Fest, It was a smaller than normal turnout 
and it rained like cats and dogs, flooding 
the streets, but these brothers and their 
Rebekah Angle #106 sisters did a great job 
in the face of adversity. This is what Odd 
Fellowship is about, some events are great 
and we are able to support our community 
with large hands and sometimes the event 
doesn’t go as well as expected and we sup-
port our communities with smaller hands, 
it’s the support we strive to give no matter 
how small or large the sum ends up being.

April, myself and our son went to Plano 
Il. to support the United Youth Group, 
Generosity #1, it was their first big event 
and all the kids worked very hard to raise 
funds for Cancer patients and awareness.

I was looking for ward to the Grand 
Masters Trap Shoot, it was my first and it 
did not disappoint, a good time spent with 
brothers from around the state.

 I am very interested in learning Deputy 
Grand Master Larry Gene’s oration of his 
vision for this coming year, at the District 
Deputy Regional Directors meeting.  

It was a pleasure working with all the 
Grand Lodge Officers this year.

And I wish the upcoming Grand Master 
a great year of growth and filled with FLT.

I would like to reiterate, that my term 
as Grand Master will be cherished and has 
been a learning experience, I am a work 
in progress.

Lets keep up the great work as brothers 
and sisters in harmony.

In F L & T
Eric N. Smith, Grand Master
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MEET THE ODD FELLOW PRESS 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

 

Pictured left to right President Pat Uza from HI, Vice President 
Beth Obiedzinski-Garvin from NJ, Secretary Penny Castle from OH.

First Place Odd Fellow Team

ODD FELLOW TRAP SHOOT SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

Harold Feikert & Grand Master Eric Smith, Class A 1st Place

Grand Master Eric Smith and Nate Sisson, Class A 1st Place

Grand Master Eric Smith and Gregg Fayhee, Class B 1st Place

Grand Master Eric Smith and Charlie Campbell, Class C 1st Place

F L T

Grand Master Eric Smith and Daryl Fornoff, Class B 1st Place
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be doing fundraisers from now until next April to assist with the 
purchase of a new liner for the pool.

PGM, GI, Rich Herring
Lodge Secretary

This summer the children in Flora did not have a community pool 
to swim in due to the pool liner being damaged. The Flora Lodge 
started a community project to raise funds to put a new liner in the 
pool so our kids can have a place to swim next year. The lodge will 

FLORA POOL FUNDRAISER

Barb Schafer

Walterine Pearce

Ciara Herring

Chris Seely

Banner

Sign

LODGE #24 AWARDS 2 SCHOLARSHIPS
Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge Secretar y Don 

Schieferdecker advises two educational scholarships were awarded 
at the Odd Fellows Lodge regular meeting on September 14, 2016.  

Annie Bader, Noble Grand for the Rushville Lodge is shown 
presenting scholarship checks in the amount of $200.00 each to 
Danielle Bright on the left and Angelica Smith, both of Rushville.  
Bright and Smith are both students studying nursing through the 
Spoon River College.  The checks are to provide assistance to the 
students for tuition and book expenses.  
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GRAND MATRIARCH

Dear Matriarchs and Patriarchs;
Well here it is October and my term is 

coming to an end. I would like to thank my 
officers, committee members and all who 
have extended their courtesies and have 
been there for me this past year. I have 
enjoyed serving as your Grand Matriarch 
and hope I didn’t disappoint you.

Looking forward to seeing you at session 
and hope all goes well.

In Faith, Hope and Charity
Jeanette Dajc, Grand Matriarch
 

True Friends
Best friends stick together till the end,

They are like a straight line 
that will not bend.

They trust each other forever,
No matter if you’re apart you are together.

They can be your heir and save the day,
They will never leave your side, 

they are here to stay.
They help you when you fall,

Your true friends are the best of all.
By Emily

PRESIDENT

To: All Auxiliaries
I would like to thank you for the last two 

years, as President of LAPM. It has been 
exciting and fun.

The Ladies of Illinois have been very 
good to me.  To the Auxiliaries that had 
my official visit, again thank you-thank you- 
thank you, you did an awesome job.

Now is the time for you to give your sup-
port to our incoming President, and make 
her two year as easy as mine.

Thanks you from the bottom of my 
heart!!!!

Love to all,
Judy

F L T

DEPUTY GRAND 
MASTER

Brothers and Sisters;
Today is the 6th of September and we 

need to think about getting our annual 
reports into the Grand Lodge Secretary. 
All reports and per capital dues must be in 
before grand lodge in October.

Each  Lodge  should  have  the i r 
Representatives for Grand Lodge named 
and in place.

They should have Registration and 
$10.00 fee sent in paid by their lodge. They 
should be a past Noble Grand with Grand 
Lodge Degree. If they don’t have the grand 
lodge degree they can get in at grand lodge.

On Saturday, September 17, 2016 District 
Deputy, Regional Directors Meeting at 10:00 
a.m. at the Grand Lodge Office (Lunch will 
be provided).

Our Grand Lodge session is October 9, 
2016 to October 11, 2016. Please arrange 
to be their to support the business of your 
Grand Lodge.

In Friendship Love & Truth,
Larry Gean, Deputy Grand Master

FRIENDSHIP LODGE #24 ENTERTAINED KIDS WITH 
PIZZA AND GAMES

Odd Fellows Lodge Youth Director Don Schieferdecker advises a Big Buddy Youth Day 
was held on Saturday, September 10 with a trip to Going Bonkers in Quincy.  Twenty nine 
youth attended along with five chaperones.  Free gift tokens were given to the youth for 
games and a lunch of pizza and soft drinks were served.  The group returned to Rushville at 
5:30 pm.  Becky Pruden with the Two Rivers Regional Council provided their youth van to 
help with transportation.  Chaperones were Don Schieferdecker, Assistant Director Thursa 
Edwards, Joe Dorsey, Brittany Kokas, Danielle Zufelt and Jason Jacobs.  The Big Buddy 
Youth program is sponsored by the Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge #24.
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BROTHER GARY BURNHAM RECEIVES HIS 35 YEAR SERVICE PIN

Monday, September 19th Legend Lodge had the honor of hosting 
Brother Gary Burnham and his guests to present him with his 35 
year service pin. Brother Gary currently lives in Florida but came 
back to his lodge for the celebration. Brother Gary was Noble Grand 
(Little Rock #171) when Legend Lodge’s current home was built. He 
had many great stories of this time with the Odd Fellows such as the 
10 years that his lodge hosted the Labor Day parade in Plano, the 
Miss Plano pageant, coon and ham dinner and many other dinners 
and dances.

In attendance were members of Legend Lodge #212, Generosity 
United Youth Group #1, Sycamore #105, Rockford #140, Fox River 
Rebekah #532 and Grand Master Eric Smith.

Jessica Yingling
Secretary Legend Lodge 212
Senior Adviser IOOF Generosity United Youth Group No. 1   

GM Eric Smith and Brother Gary Burnham.

Don Christensen, Gary Burnham and Kevin Gibbons.

Generosity United Youth Group 1 Members Kayla Cline, Sam 
Christensen, Donovan Cline, Gary Burnham, Kayla Baldridge


