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IN MEMORIUM
DONALD L. (BUTCH) GRAY JR.

3-26-1954 — 8-31-2016
Member of Brighton Lodge #366

CARL C. WILLIAMS PGM
2-5-1932 — 11-12-2016

West Virginia

PSGM CARL C. 
WILLIAMS 

Carl Chester Williams, 84, passed 
away on November 12, 2016 at his resi-
dence.

He was born on February 5, 1932, 
the son of the late John Everett and 
Velda Morgan Williams. Carl gradu-
ated from Victory High School in 1950 
and then entered into the United States 
Navy for four years. In 1960, he gradu-
ated from West Virginia University with 
a Bachelor Degree in Education, then 
later earning his Masters Degree in 
Education. Carl taught science at Gore 
Junior High School for thirty-four years. 
Carl is survived by a sister, Barbara 
Ann Arnett of Clarksburg; and a niece 
Ruth Ann Blair of Clarksburg and many 
more nieces and nephews. In addition 
to his parents, Carl was preceded in 
death by four sisters, Dorothy Jacobs 
and three infants; three brothers, 
John, Jimmy and Ray Williams. Carl’s 
happiest years of his life was spent 
with The Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. He was a member for over 
50 years and secretary of Adamston 
IOOF Lodge #263; a member of the Ivy 
Rebekah Lodge #112 and Jurisdiction 
Encampment #200; Canton Tucker #8, 
Elkins, WV, Grand Patriarch 1970 – 
71; Grand Encampment of WV IOOF; 
Grand Master 1978 of the Grand Lodge 
of WV IOOF; ser ved as Sovereign 
Grand Master of the Sovereign Grand 
Lodge 1992. In 197 years, he is one in 
three persons from WV to have served 
as Sovereign Grand Master. Carl was 
chairman for 34 years of the WV Odd 
Fellows Visual Research Committee; 
secretary for 34 years of the WV IOOF 
Grand Lodge Educational Fund; and is 
one of three honorees of the WV IOOF 
International Drill Team Association. 
Friends may call at Davis Funeral 
Home, 124 Olen Thomas Drive, 
Clarksburg, on Tuesday, November 
15, 2016 from 2:00 pm until the 7:30 
pm Odd Fellows Service. The funer-

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

Looking back, we had a great turn-
out for our Cops for Kids drive thru 
lunch. It's amazing what a little fund-
raiser can do and so many children 
benefit from this. For those of you that 
are not familiar with Cops for Kids, this 
annual charity event allows police offi-
cers to take the children shopping for 
clothes and other necessities, as well 
as Christmas presents. We are looking 
forward to doing this next year.

We are all looking forward to a busy 
month decorating for Christmas and all 
the fun festivities that come with it. We 
are having a craft and bake sale to raise 
money for our activity depar tment. 
We will have our resident Christmas 
for anyone who would like to join us. 
We would love to see you all. We are 
also having our breakfast with Sant for 
the fellowship center, which we enjoy 
doing every year. There will be visi-
tors throughout the month for holiday 
entertainment, and beautifully decorat-
ed Christmas trees decorated through-
out the home to top of f our holiday 
cheer. We will end the month with a 
New Year's Eve party.

We want to wish a world of Good 
Wishes to family and friends. One of 
the real joys this holiday season is the 
opportunity to say thank you to the 
Odd Fellow-Rebekah Board for every-
thing they do and to wish you all the 
very best for a safe and Happy Holiday 
Season. We are looking for ward to 
another busy year.

As always-take care and be well.
Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

al service will be held on Wednesday, 
November 16, 2016 at 1:00 pm at 
the funeral home with Pastor James 
Varney officiating with visitation one 
hour prior. After the funeral service, 
the family invites you to join them 
for lunch at the funeral home dining 
room hosted by Shinnston Rebekah 
Lodge #47 Independent Order of the 
Odd Fellows. Inurnment graveside 
Encampment service will be 2:00 pm 
Monday, November 21, 2016 at the 
O’Neil Cemetery. Online condolences 
may be sent to DavisFuneralHomeWV.
com. Davis Funeral Home is honored 
to assist the Williams family.
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

 I would like to thank all who 
attended the Grand Leaders Banquet in 
Bloomington, Illinois on  November  5, 
2016. A fun time was had by all.

I would like to thank Richard 
Herring for being my post Master for 
the night. He did a great job  as always.

I also want to thank Rick Baker for 
standing in for my Grand Chaplain 
as Marlene Kobe couldn’t be here. I 
would like to thank all who gave me 
gifts, thank you so much you know who 
you are.

I would like to thank a special Lady 
Gayle Ann who was my escort.

I would like a special thank you to  
Carolyn Walker for all she did. I know 
it wasn’t easy, however people need 
people and I needed you at this time, 
thank you for all your help.

We had our planning meeting on 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am. We talked 
about projects and coming events for 
the year. We talked about Regional 
meetings, about special meetings, and 
even about the tour to the Tomb of The 
Unknown in May of 2017.

Remember We are Odd Fellows, we 
"visit the sick, relieve the distressed, 
bur y the dead, and educate the 
orphan". As you do this ask some to go 
with you, you may get a new member.

In Friendship, Love and Truth.
Larry Gean

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Spent the weekend in Bloomington 
where we held our School of Instruction 
for the year. The list of instructors will 
be sent out to the lodges. Make sure 
you get your school scheduled and call 
one of the instructors (Next year get 
your name on the list). The Leaders 
Banquet was also this weekend, what 
a nice night it was as we honored all 
the new heads of the order. The only 
problem with the whole weekend was 
the decline in participation at both func-
tions. I want you all to mark your cal-
endars now for the first weekend in 
November for next year and make a 
point of coming to the leader’s banquet. 
I know how much this meant to me 
and would hope that we will be able to 
continue having this for all others com-
ing in.

Here is a carload oppor tunity… 
The Rockford & Temple Lodges have 
thrown down the gauntlet!!!! They are 
claiming that they make the best chili 
in the state!! Well I’m not sure that I 
can say I make the best but my hubby 
thinks it is. So I will be taking whom-
ever wants a ride and my crock pot 
of chili on Dec 3rd to the chili chal-
lenge in Rockford. The admission is 
free but they are asking you to bring an 
unwrapped new toy or diapers & wipes. 
I hope that I will see lots of you there. 
Dec 13th in Bushnell there will be a 
rabbit and cake supper. Let’s get out 
there and support all our lodges. We 
can also get some ideas to try at our 
own. Let me know what you are doing 
and I will pass it on to others.

I hope you all had a wonder ful 
Thanksgiving filled with the love of fam-
ily and friends. Did you check on those 
that you know that are alone and make 
sure that they had someone to share a 
meal with or at least a meal to eat? Did 
you volunteer or donate to a shelter? 

Please remember that this is part of 
who we are and take time or donate 
to the less fortunate. As we approach 
the Christmas season and winter winds 
start blowing you might check with 
area schools to see if they need things 
for the children. Our lodge has donated 
things such as sweat pants & socks, 
hats & gloves and general hygiene sup-
plies. Check out the senior citizen’s 
homes sometimes they could use 
things also or maybe just someone to 
talk to. Speaking of that Dec 16th is the 
Christmas party at the Odd Fellow & 
Rebekah Home in Matoon, if you have 
never gone you should what a great 
time. Are you having a Christmas social 
meeting?? Make sure you invite every-
one you can think of? Play some games, 
have some eats, have a raffle, collect 
things for donations there are lots of 
things to do to spike some interest. 
Sometime during the evening have a 10 
minute program about Rebekah’s. Then 
let’s ask Santa for some new members 
and maybe with a bit of work and lots 
of asking we may just get there.

I wish for you all a ver y Merr y 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

In Friendship, Love & Truth
Sharon Landry
President Rebekah Assembly of Illinois

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS FOR 2016-17
DATE, BRANCH, MEETING
December 3-16:  Rockford 

Lodge, 16th Annual Toy Drive and 
Chili Challenge

December 13-16: Bushnell Odd 
Fellows, Rabbit Supper and Cake 
Auction 6 p.m.

December 16-16: Odd Fellow-
Rebekah Home, Christmas Party at 
10:00 a.m.

Feb 18-17: Grand Encampment, 
All Degree Day -Sycamore

Feb. 25-17:  Grand Lodge, 
Region #2-Farmington, IL 

March 4-17:  Grand Lodge, 
Region #5-Flora, IL 

M a r c h  1 1 - 1 7 :  R e b e k a h 
Assembly, District #16

M a r c h  1 1 - 1 7 :  R e b e k a h 
Assembly, District #12

March 18-17: Grand Lodge, 
Region #4-Waterloo

M a r c h  2 5 - 1 7 :  G r a n d 
Encampment, Round UP at Lincoln, 
IL Friendship Manor 10 a.m.

April 1-17: Rebekah Assembly, 
District #26
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NILES REAMER RECEIVES 
DECLARATION OF CHIVALRY

Niles Reamer receives the Declaration of Chivalry on 
October 21, 2016.  

Pictured are Ken Lasswell Grand Patriarch, Niles Reamer, 
Past Grand Patriarch and Harold Eugene Curfman, PGM, 
PGP, PDC.

CENTURY LODGE #492

Saturday, October 22nd brothers from Century Lodge #492 
pickup trash from their section of adopted highway.

LINCOLN ODD FELLOWS LODGE #204 
SUPPORTS YOUTH IN OUR

COMMUNITY
On Thursday, October 27, 2016, Janis Klockenga of the 

Lincoln Odd Fellows Lodge #204 and Lincoln Rebekah Lodge 
#204 attended the Chester East Lincoln Girls Basketball 
game and presented a check in the amount of $2,000 to 
Principal Laura Irwin and Jennifer Shaw Vice President of the 
Community Club to purchase new uniforms for the basketball 
teams.   Jennifer was familiar with our Grant Application from 
the donation the Odd Fellows and Rebekah’s made to the 
Lincoln Heat Baseball team in the past.  Jennifer told Laura 
about the program and Laura wrote a letter and provided 
the information need to complete the application and it was 
approved by the local Odd Fellows and Rebekah Lodges #204 
to present the $2,000 to the school. Other groups that have 
received donations of this type in the past were: Lincoln Youth 
Football, Lincoln Heat Baseball, Carroll Catholic School, 
Christian Child Care, Lincoln Park District--Skate Park, 
Beason -- Gee Family Playground.

 
People in Pictured L-R: Janis Klockenga of Lincoln Odd 

Fellows Lodge #204, Laura Ir win Principle of CEL, and 
Jennifer Shaw Vice President of the Community Club. 

THANK YOU
Dear Lincoln Odd Fellows,

On behalf of the staff and students at Chester-East Lincoln 
School, we would like to thank you for the $2,000 donation 
to purchase new basketball uniforms for our students. Your 
donation is appreciated and is a blessing in our fundraising 
efforts to purchase new uniforms.

Thanks again for your generous contribution and 
commitment to your students, to our school and to our 
community.  We appreciate your support.

Your partners in education,
CEL Staff & Students
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Rushville Odd Fellows Lodge Youth Director Don 
Schieferdecker advises a Schuyler County Big Buddy Youth 
Day was held on Saturday, November 12, 2016 with a trip 
to Springfield to the Shrine Circus.  Eighteen youth and six 
chaperons attended the 1100 a.m. circus show at the Prairie 
Capitol Convention Center.  Murray Reynolds of Rushville 
provided the admission tickets for the group.  After the show, 
everyone went to the Pizza Ranch for lunch.  Chaperons 
for the event were Don Schieferdecker, Joe Dorsey, Patty 
Messinger, Norma Grenlund, Mandy Edwards and Danielle 
Zufelt.  Becky Pruden with the Two Rivers Regional Council 
provided the youth van for transportation.  Schieferdecker 
advises the Big Buddy Christmas party will be held again this 
year at the Princess Theater.  The date and movie details will 
be later announced.  The Schuyler County Big Buddy Youth 
Program is free of charge and is sponsored by the Rushville 
Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge 24. 

BIG BUDDY YOUTH DAY

BIG BUDDY HALLOWEEN PARTY

Rushville Odd Fellows Lodge youth director Don 
Schieferdecker advises 78 youth and parents were in attendance 
at the Big Buddy Youth Halloween party at Schuy Rush Park on 
Saturday, October 22, 2016.  A wiener roast was held at the 40 et 
8 shelter house starting at 430 pm followed by a costume contest 
at 630. John and Rona Brierton played the guitar, sang and had 
karaoke music all evening.  Linda Clark, Mary Kalebaugh and 
Candy Heaton from the Rushville Help Center had a variety of 
games for the kids to play under the shelter house. The group 
left the park at 715 for a hayrack ride through the country 
returning at 830 for more hot dogs, chips and smores.  Winners 
of the Halloween costume contest received meal gift certificates 
from Bill and Cathy Redshaw and the Rushville Dairy Queen.  
All youth attending also received ice cream certificates for a 
free ice cream cone at the Rushville Dairy Queen.  Winners of 
the costume contest were (left to right in the picture), Ugliest, 
Isacc Lashbrook, youngest, Hadley Lyons held by grandmother 
Candy Heaton, scariest, Kyle Justo, prettiest, Janaia Vega and 
most original Azure Kinne.  Donations for the party were received from Becky Pruden with the Two Rivers Regional Council 
for the food and condiments, the Rushville Help Center for chips, Allen and Angela Smith for hot dog sticks, Charles Akin for 
the firewood, Pete Dupoy for the truck, trailer and straw for the hayrack ride and candy, Rushville Dairy Queen and John and 
Rona Brierton with Schuy Rush Park.  Schieferdecker advises a November Big Buddy Youth day is being set up with a trip to 
the Shrine Circus in Springfield and the details will be later announced.  The Big Buddy Youth program is sponsored by the 
Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge 24.   
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PRESIDENT

Dear Ladies,
Thank You to everyone for electing 

me as your President for 2016-2017.  
With everyone’s help I will do my best.  
This meeting I had to watch Lady Judy 
Sarnes very closely, to see how to run 
my future meetings.  The Leader’s 
Banquet was November 5th and I 
enjoyed seeing everyone there. Thank 
You also to everyone who helped per-
form the service in giving Niles Reamer 
his pin for the Decoration of Chivalry 
Degree.

My program is:
Motto-“Live Each Day as it Comes”
Guide-The Bible
Emblem-Lighthouses and Angels 

(They both guide me along the right 
path)

Flowers- Roses, Daffodils (Cancer 
flower) and Babies Breath

Aim- Together we can achieve our 
goals in life.

Project-Cancer of any kind (Breast 
and Child Leukemia)

Scripture-John 3:16
Songs-Wind Beneath My Wings
Rock of Ages
The Lord Is My Shepherd
Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

(Wizard of Oz)
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
Here is a poem I go by:   

The Way to Happiness
Keep your Heart from Hate
Your Mind free from Worry
Love Simply
Expect Little
Give much
Trust God
Fill your Life with Love
Forget Self-think of Others
Do as you would be done by
Thank God for all your Blessings
Do all you can for people with no 

thought of personal gain.
By following these guidelines you 

will be well on your Way to Happiness.
Chivalrously,
Lady Sheila Reamer, 
Association President

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

To All Ladies and Chevaliers
Greetings:

It is hard to believe that this is early 
November as we are still feeling temps 
as if it were summer.

Niles and I attended the Leaders 
Banquet at the Chateau Hotel in 
Bloomington and there was a decent 
size attendance.

The meal was delicious and every-
one had a good time.

All the tables were decorated by 
all the officers with different themes: 
Grand Master, Grand Patriarch, 
Assembly President, Depar tment 
Commander and my President table 
LAPM. This helped Carolyn Walker in 
decorating the tables.

Again remember my Motto: “Live 
each day as it come.”

Have a very Thankful Thanksgiving 
and a Very Merry Christmas.

Lady Sheila Reamer

no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary 
as if there  were no Virginia’s.”

“There would be no childlike faith 
then, no poetry, no romance to make 
tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.”

“Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! You 
might get your papa to hire men to 
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas 
Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if 
they did not see Santa Claus, but that is 
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.”

“The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor 
men can see. Did you ever see fairies 
dancing on the lawn? Of course not, 
but that’s no proof that they are not 
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine 
all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world.”

“You tear open the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could 
tear apart.”

“Only faith, poetry, love, romance, 
can push aside that curtain and view  
and picture the super beauty and glory 
beyond. Is it all real? Ah Virginia, in all 
this world  there is nothing else real 
and abiding.”

“No Santa Claus! Thank god he lives, 
and he lives forever.  A thousand years 
from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 
years from now, he will continue to 
make glad the heart of childhood.” 

‘YES, VIRGINIA’ LETTER 
AS MOVING TODAY AS IT 

WAS IN 1888!
I am a 6 year old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. 
Papa says, “If you see it in the Sun, it’s 
so.” Please tell me the truth. Is there a 
Santa Claus?  Virginia O’Hanlon, 115 W. 
95th St.”

Dear Virginia: Your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by the 
skeptics of a skeptical age. They do not 
believe except what they see.  They 
think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds.  
All minds, Virginia whether they be 
men’s or children’s, are little.

“In this great universe of ours man 
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the 
whole of truth and knowledge.”

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.  
He exists as cer tainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to your 
life its highest beauty and joy. Alas How 
dreary would be the world if there were 

            
 
Merry Christmas  

  And  
Happy New Year 
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