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ELGIN LODGE #12 DONATES TO FAMILY SHELTER SERVICES
IN WHEATON ILLINOIS

On March 18, 2017, Larry Sitkiewicz, representing Elgin Lodge #12, presented a $1000 dollar check to Liz Sullivan, a
volunteer and representative of Family Shelter Services located in Wheaton Illinois. By supporting Family Shelter Services,
we are providing help and hope to victims of domestic violence and their families. Every dollar donated helps to furnish lifechanging services to victims and their children and allows them to lead violence-free lives. They appreciate our support!
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NEWS FROM THE HOME

Hello from the Home,
We a r e h a v i n g o u r a n n u a l
Eggstravaganza Easter Egg Hunt on
April 8th with the community. The residents are looking for ward to helping
the kids register for the bikes and baskets we are raffling off for each age
group. Everyone has stayed busy stuffing all the eggs for the hunt and we
can't wait to watch the kiddo's hunt
for them. The fellowship center also
donated small Easter bunnies for all the
kids, the baskets that we will raffle off
for each age group and helped stuff the
eggs as well. We were so lucky to have
their help.
I have to say I'm so happy that April
is here and nice warm weather is on
the way. I can't wait to see ever yone
sitting outside soaking up the sun.
Everyone enjoys looking out at our spacious grounds and sitting in our garden

admiring the pretty flowers.
Until next month - take care and be
well.
Jenna Black
Community Relations Coordinator

IN MEMORIUM

ANNE LYNN GRAY
11-19-1944 — 3-7-2017
Member of Hopedale Rebekah
Lodge #74
VIRGIE G. CLAUSON
7-14-1916 — 2-25-2017
Member of Hopedale Rebekah
Lodge #74
GENERAL JOHN FREDERICK
SEALEY
of South Dakota
11-2-1924 — 3-16-2017
92 years old

REGION #4 MEETING

Region #4 Meeting was hosted by Waterloo IOOF #27. The host lodge officers
opened the meeting and then turned the meeting over to the Regional Director
Richard Herring, Degree Captain, to pick the staff, to confer the Degrees.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

May Myers
Norma Grisamore
Marcelle Nowarita
Marian Armstrong
Imogene Noffke
Norma Pardieck
Rosella Behrens
Frances Dorris
Joy Carlisle
Mary Lou Fitzgerald
Jeanne Martin

5/01/23
5/02/29
5/03/25
5/05/25
5/07/21
5/11/25
5/21/26
5/26/17
5/30/26
5/30/27
5/31/24

The Initiatory Degree was conferred on 16 candidates from Waterloo Lodge
#27. The First, Second and Third Degrees were conferred on a total of 22
candidates.
Mississippi Valley Lodge #1009, three members, and Pioneer #70 three
members, in addition to the 16 members from Waterloo #27
The Degree Staff did a commendable job, Officers present from all Units
of the Order were: Grand Master Larr y Gean, Deputy Grand Master William
Maplesden, Grand Warden Jim Bott, Grand Secretary, P.G.M. Jerald T Sarnes,
Grand Treasurer P.G.P. Arlan Miller, Grand Representative P.G.M. Richard Herring,
Grand Marshal D.G.M. Ernie Higgerson, Grand Chaplain Marlene Koble, Grand
Encampment: Grand High Priest Ernie Higgerson, Grand Scribe Jerald T. Sarnes,
Grand Treasurer Allen H. Jones, P.G.M., Arlan Miller P.G.P., Grand Representative,
Department Council, Major Dan Davis P.G.M. of 2nd Battalion, General Retired
Jerald T. Sarnes, Dept. Adjutant, Rebekah Assembly Warden Donna Grable.
Congratulations to Waterloo Lodge for sixteen new members, they also served
a delicious fried chicken dinner at noon. Thank you Waterloo Lodge for hosting
the meeting and all the members for attending. A good day of Odd Fellowship was
enjoyed by all.
Allen H. Jones Reporter
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GRAND MASTER'S
MESSAGE

Well February is gone and we were
in Farmington, Illinois for Regional #2
meeting. A good time was had by all
with good food and good friends. We
had five new members to receive their
degree work. Then I went down to
Rushville, Illinois on Sunday, February
26th to Pioneer #24 Lodge to celebrate
their 170th year celebration. We had
cake, coffee, and punch.
On Tuesday, Februar y 28th I was
back to Lincoln, IL for Executive
meeting. Tuesday night I went to
Winchester, IL where we installed new
officers for Pioneer Lodge #24 and Illini
Lodge #4.
Next Saturday, March 4th, we will
be going to Flora, IL for Regional #5.
Then on Saturday, March 18th we will
be in Waterloo, Illinois for Regional
#4. Please make plans to attend one of
these meetings to receive the degree
work that you may need. We will have
two more Regional #3 in Mt. Zion,
Illinois and Regional #5 in Sycamore,
Illinois. Both of these are in April. April
1st and April 22th.
If you would like a visitation in your
Lodge just let me know so I may set a
time to come visit as my calendar fills
up very fast. You can reach me through
the Grand Office in Lincoln, Illinois.
Also plan to have your Rep. at Grand
Lodge in October. If you need help with
your report please let us know ahead of
time so arrangement can be made.
In Friendship Love and Truth
Larry Gean Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Well here I go again, this is the 4th
time I have star ted this letter, but I
guess my computer hated what I was
writing as it has shut my system down
3 times now and lost what I had done
already!! So here I go again. Easter
is right around the corner and I hope
that the Easter Bunny brings you some
good things – Hope for new beginnings
maybe with old friends or family, Peace
of heart, Happiness and Joy. I hope for
all these things for each and every one
of us. I hope that in each of our lodges
we are promoting all of this and trying
to reach out not only to our members
but to others that may still be suffering
over the long winter. Something was
said at District 12 meeting, be kind to
others and I believe that should be first
and foremost in our hearts and minds.
Let us start saying and doing just that
each day, for if we start maybe it will
just catch on and soon ever yone will
start being kind! Oh, what a world that
would be then.
The first 2 Spring meetings
(District 16 in Fairbury & District 12
in Bushnell) our under our belts and
before you read this so will the Round
Up in Lincoln. Those that were in attendance had a wonderful time and were
able to spend time with friends. I even
learned something about my hummingbird emblem. Did you know that their
wings move in the pattern of the infinity symbol? I sure didn’t, but what a neat
thing to learn. This signifies Eternity,
Continuity & Infinity and isn’t that what
we want for our lodges? To grow and
continue to do good in this world, to
teach new members to follow in our
footsteps, to keep forever moving in the
symbol of infinity. As Sister Cynthia also
taught us the hummingbird is known to
fly over 2,000 miles to reach their destination. What persistence that pretty
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little bird has! If they can do that maybe
we can be more persistent in our travels to find new members for our order.
I’m looking forward to the Round Up, I
had so much fun last year. I hope that I
will see many of you there also.
As I sit here typing this letter and
watching outside to see if the snow
storm is really going to come in I keep
hoping that this will be the last storm
of the year! I am looking forward to the
days getting longer and warmer! I need
the sunshine and warmth ver y badly
as I am sure that we all do. Let’s hope
for the best because with the warm sun
shine comes the hummingbirds and the
hope for new growth in the gardens.
Remember to be like the hummingbird while doing work for our order. Be
energetic, loyal, and sincere while having some fun.
Looking forward to seeing you all at
a few Spring Meetings. Please get your
carload together and meet us. There
will always be some laughs, good food,
many friends and a good time! Please
join us.
In F, L, & T
Sharon

LODGE SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS

The Rushville Odd Fellows
Friendship Lodge #24 is offering two
scholarship grants again this year
for students desiring to further their
education. Lodge secretar y Don
Schieferdecker took the new grant
application to the Rushville Industr y
High School office last week so interested students may pick it up at the
school counselor’s office. Details about
the scholarship are listed on the application. Schieferdecker advises the
lodge is very supportive of all students
wanting to continue on to college or
business trade schools and we encourage you to submit an application. The
completed applications are to be placed
in the mail and sent to the Rushville
Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge 24, P.O.
Box 264, Rushville, Illinois, 62681 by
March 31, 2017.
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The Great Lakes Conference
Independent Order of Odd Fellows
July 28, 29, 30, 2017
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE
Dear Brothers and Sisters: You are invited to come join us for information, fellowship and fun.
Place:
The Chateau Hotel and Conference Center
		
1601 Jumer Drive
		
Bloomington, Illinois 61704
		
309-665-5699
Date:

Friday 28th through Sunday 30th

Room and Meal Packages:
The total cost of the package includes Friday and Saturday night lodging. Saturday breakfast, lunch and banquet.
Sunday breakfast, gratuities and registration fee. Prices below are each person in a room.
One Person
Two Persons
Three Persons

One Bed
One or Two Beds
Two Beds

$275.00
$190.00 (each)
$160.00 (each)

Please fill out a registration form for each person for whom you are making a reservation/registration for. There are
a number of Mobility Assessable rooms. Please register early for these and designate your needs on the registration form.
Meals and registration only package for Saturday: $65.00
All reservations with a check made payable to: IOOF GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE and mailed to:
Jerald T. Sarnes
Secretary Great Lakes Conference
320 E. Market Street
Havana, Illinois 62644-1402
The cutoff date is June 17, 2017 and the rooms will be released at that time.
Theme: Supporting projects of the Order
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The Great Lakes Conference 2017
Bloomington, Illinois
Registration Form
Please fill out a form for each person for whom you are making a reservation/registration for:
ALL ROOMS ARE NON-SMOKING. Please specify your need for a handicapped room. Please
note that your choice cannot be guaranteed. Room selection is on a first come, first served
basis. Cutoff date if June 17, 2017.
Please fill out a form for each registrant: (PLEASE PRINT)
Name:
Title:
Address:
Phones: (Home or Cell)
Rooms and Meal and Registration Package. PRICES ARE PER PERSON: (Please circle choice)
One Person - Standard Room

$275.00

US Funds

Two Persons - Standard Room

$190.00

US Funds

Three Persons - Two Bed Room

$160.00

US Funds

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR
CHOICE
Meals and Registration only package for Saturday: $65.00 - US Funds
Total Enclosed: US Funds

$

Please fill all persons sharing a room: (Maximum or two additional persons)
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MT. ZION LODGE #300 RAFFLES OFF 60 GUNS IN 30 DAYS
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REGIONAL MEETING AT FARMINGTON
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REGION #5 MEETING IN FLORA

ENCAMPMENT ALL DEGREE DAY

By the time you read this the Grand Encampment Ladies
Encampment Auxiliaries Round Up for Autism will have been
held in Lincoln. I will give you a complete accounting and run
down of all the fun and camaraderie everyone who attended
had in next month’s issue.
The All Degree Day held in Sycamore on Februar y 18
was attended by 20, with 3 taking the encampment degrees.
Thank you to the Sycamore lodge allowing us to use their
hall, Rick Baker who headed up the degree paraphernalia set
up and all who assisted in taking charges and the Rebekahs
for serving lunch.
The winds of spring came in like a lion throughout our
jurisdiction causing damage in several communities. Even
though we are the encampment branch of the Order, we all
belong to an Odd Fellow or Rebekah lodge and took an oath
to help our fellow man. When you assist someone in your
community, be sure to mention the encampment branch and
our support for autism.
Has your encampment or auxiliary held a fund raiser for
autism? Send me the particulars and I will make sure to
include them in my letter. All funds collected are now sent to
the Grand Encampment of Illinois.

Degree staff February 18 for the Encampment All Degree
Day in Sycamore.

Grand Patriarch Archie Bruce with Don Christiansen,
Mat Yingling and Charlie Bremmer, candidates for the
Encampment All Degree Day in Sycamore.
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DEPARTMENT
COMMANDER

As the new Captain of your Canton
begins their year, show suppor t by
attending regularly and having the floor
movements during your meetings. It is
easy to just sit around a table and pay
the bills or answer correspondence,
but our unit of the Order is set up as
a military unit and as such you should
be practicing the sword movements,
marching, the correct commands, etc.
Is every member’s uniform up to date
and everything placed correctly? Use
the Uniform Regulations to check this
out. Bring your uniforms to a meeting, lay them on a table for everyone
to check, sometimes we miss the little
details. Order from the Department
Adjutant any items you need.

GRAND PATRIARCH

By the time you read this the Grand
Encampment Ladies Encampment
Auxiliaries Round Up for Autism will
have been held in Lincoln. I will give
you a complete accounting and run
down of all the fun and camaraderie
ever yone who attended had in next
month’s issue.
The winds of spring came in like a
lion throughout our jurisdiction causing damage in several communities.
Even though we are the encampment
branch of the Order, we all belong to an
Odd Fellow or Rebekah lodge and took
an oath to help our fellow man. When
you assist someone in your community,
be sure to mention the encampment
branch and our support for autism.
Has your encampment or auxiliary
held a fund raiser for autism? Send me
the particulars and I will make sure to
include them in my letter. All funds
collected are now sent to the Grand
Encampment of Illinois.

BIG BUDDY DAY YOUTH GRANT

Schuyler County
Big Buddy Day
youth director Don
Schieferdecker
received a check
for $3,500.00 from
the Rushville
Friendship Lodge
#24 at the IOOF
lodge meeting
on
Februar y
24. Lodge Noble
Grand Anne Bader
presented the check
with lodge treasurer
H.O. Bader present. Schieferdecker advises the lodge check will be used to help
support the Big Buddy program youth activities. The Schuyler County youth
program is sponsored by the Rushville Odd Fellows Lodge #24.
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ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT

Dear Ladies & Chevaliers:
During the month of March we
have Lent, St. Patrick’s Day, and the
beginning of Spring.
Lent we should remember how
special this holiday is to us Christians,
leading up to Easter.
St. Patrick’s Day a day for everyone
to act Irish or wear Green!
First Day of Spring - a time for
milder weather, no more snow!
Remember those who can not get
out and send them a card during these
up coming holidays, letting them know
you are thinking about them. Make
up a care package or basket filled
with holiday trinkets or a cute cared,
and then tell them about what its like
being a Rebekah, invite them to your
meetings, seeing how our meetings go
is better than telling them about it.
May you experience the meaning
of Lent, St. Patrick’s Day and think
SPRING!
Remember my Aim - Together we
can achieve our goals in Life.
HAPPY SPRING!!
Chivalrously,
Lady Sheila Reamer
Association President

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

As the mailing list for the
ILLINOIS ODD FELLOW is published and corrected by the Grand
Lodge Office, please send all changes of address and names of deceased
members to the Grand Lodge
Office.

The Illinois Odd Fellow
The Illinois Odd Fellow (USPS 258-240).
Published by the Grand Lodge Office of Illinois, P.O. Box 248, Lincoln, IL 62656.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Illinois Odd Fellow, P.O. Box 248,
Lincoln, IL 62656.

Periodical
Postage Paid at
Lincoln, IL 62656
And At Additional
Mailing Offices
USPS 258240

Wr i t e t o : G R A N D L O D G E O F
ILLINOIS, IOOF, P.O. Box 248,
LINCOLN, IL 62656-0248.
Send “In Memoriam” to P.O. Box 248,
Lincoln, IL 62656-0248.

BIG BUDDY YOUTH DAY

There were 15 in attendance at the Schuyler County Big Buddy Day youth trip to Going Bonkers in Quincy on March
18, 2017. The youth outing was from 11 am to 3 pm. A lunch of pizza and soft drinks was held and free game tokens
were passed out to the kids. Chaperones were Don Schieferdecker, Thursa Edwards, Joe and Patty Dorsey and Michelle
Queen. Transportation was provided by Becky Pruden with the Two Rivers Regional Council and their youth van and Don
Schieferdecker. Plans are being made for April and the details will be later announced. The Big Buddy Youth Program is
sponsored by the Rushville Odd Fellows Friendship Lodge #24.

