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CHILDREN’S HOME 
GRANT FUND CHANGES 

YOU NEED TO BE 
AWARE OF

CHILDREN'S HOME GRANT 
CHANGES TO APPLICATIONS
Over the years we were just happy 

to get grant applications, so we gave 
to everyone that applied for a Grant. 
However now we are getting more 
applications than we have money for. 
At our last meeting on January 5, 2019, 
we decided to setup some new rules to 
help share the fund more evenly across 
the state.

Here are the new rules for the 
Children's Home Grant Fund:

1. We are on a fiscal year of July 1- 
June 30 with the Grand Lodge.

2. We will only award ONE grant per 
lodge per fiscal year. Unless we are at 
the end of the year have money left.

3. You must submit presentation 
pictures and article to the Illinois 
Odd Fellow Paper at grandeditor@fron-
tier.com if we do not get articles, we 
may not award additional grants.

4. All applications must be sent to 
the Grand Lodge Office as instructed 
on form, instead of to members of the 
Children's Home Board. If it is sent to 
a board member it will be held over to 
the second meeting after it is received. 
(So if you emailed it at the last minute 
for January it will not be acted on until 
the April meeting etc.)

5. Meeting dates are January, April, 
July, and October. The meeting date 
is set at the end of the meeting for the 
next quarter. Example (January meet-
ing we set date for April, April we set 
date for July, and the October meet-
ing is always held at the Grand Lodge 
Session on Sunday & Tuesday.

6. Documents Required: Grant 
Form, Letter of Intent from the Lodge, 
Letter from the Organization that 
Funds are being requested for. MUST 
HELP CHILDREN. If Application is not 
complete, it will not be considered.

7. We are looking only to get public-
ity for the Local Lodges not to fund the 
whole project or the same project for 
multiple years. 

When the Grant fund was original-
ly started it was expected that most 
projects would not to exceed $3000.00 
per lodge. (If we gave every lodge the 
$3000.00 we would only be able to help 
11 of the 53 lodges. We do not want to 
provide the full amount you are pre-
senting to the organization. We have 
53 Lodges in IL so let us please share 
the wealth with everyone.) We will give 
preference to Lodges that are applying 
for the first time.

If you have any questions, please feel 
free to talk with any of the board mem-
bers, that you feel comfortable talking 
to. Just as an example this meeting we 
had about $15,000.00 left to distribu-
tion and we had requests for $17,000.00 
ranging from $800.00 to $4,000.00 in 
Grant Funds, and total cost of projects 
was $61,000.00. Since this was created 
in 2007 we have only had a handful of 
lodges requesting the money year after 
year, and some for the same projects 
year after year. We have given away 
$184,896.11 as of 2018.

Your Children's Home Board,
Melissa Richards, President, Janis 

Klockenga, Vice President, Richard 
Nowaczynski, Secretary, Steve Pigg, 
Treasurer, Bonnie Hensley, Carolyn 
Walker, Dan Davis.

IN MEMORIUM
WILLIAM WILLIG

July 28, 198
Palacky Lodge #630

BENJAMIN EARL WALDHUSER
April 3, 1941 - December 29, 2019
50 Year Member of Odd Fellows

WARREN STEINMANN SR.
December 2018

NORMAN EUGENE LITTLE
Dec. 21, 1931 - Oct. 31, 2018
Arthur Odd Fellow Lodge

CHARLES RICHARD MATEER
May 21, 1938 - December 20, 2018

Arthur Odd Fellow Lodge

NOTE FROM THE VISUAL 
RESEARCH COMMITTEE

We are attempting to verify the 
locations of our Visual Research Eye 
Machines.

If there are any past members of the 
Visual Committee that has knowledge 
of, or have old contracts, or if there 
are any LODGE members out there, 
that might know of the location of any 
machines still in use today, please 
contact: Rebecca Maplesden, 7228 Port 
Moresby Drive, Rockford, IL 61108

847-275-8364 
gmamapes@yahoo.com
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tions.   Each one was unique in its own 
way.  And I was lucky at winning.  I 
won three two liters bottles of soda at 
Jerseyville and a beautiful Christmas 
centerpiece at Dupo Encampment.  The 
Christmas Party at the Odd Fellow 
Home is always a joy.  It makes one feel 
good when they see the smiles on the 
residents' faces when they are given a 
gift.  We should be proud to have such 
a wonderful home.  Thanks to all of 
you who worked so hard to put these 
parties together.  It is appreciated more 
than words can say.

Lodges will be holding their installa-
tion if they have not done so.  Remember, 
District Deputy Presidents, send me 
your reports when you have complet-
ed the installations in your District so I 
may compile my report.  Even if a lodge 
retains the same officers and do not hold 
installation, let me know.

If you receive the Illinois Odd Fellow 
you will have read about the Special 
Awards that Grand Master Jim Bott and 
I are giving this year to an Odd Fellow 
of the Year and Rebekah of the Year.  
Please send their name and a short 
summary of their accomplishments to 
me at 437 Home Edwardsville, IL 62025 
by July 1, 2019. Past Grand Masters, 
Past Assembly Presidents as well as 
current elected officers are NOT eli-
gible to be selected for this award. 
We have many sisters that have done 
things throughout this Jurisdiction and 
we felt this would be a way to recognize 
them for their work.

Don't forget to sign up for Bus Trip 
to Washington, DC in May.  Time is 
growing short to sign up for this won-
derful trip.  You will enjoy six days of 
friendship and fellowship with your sis-
ters, brothers, and friends.  I you need 
more information please contact Grand 
Master Jim or me.

We celebrate Valentine's Day this 
month.  If you have a sweethear t, 
remember them with a card and maybe 
some red roses or chocolates.  But 
most of all tell them how much you love 
them.   My husband always took me out 
for dinner and gave me red roses and 
jewelry.  I have wonderful memories of 
those days and miss them. 

Due to the resignation of Sister 
Ruth Goad, a member of the Credential 
Committee, I have appointed Sister 
Cheryl Worrell of Owl Creek #91 to fill 
the vacancy for the remainder of Sister 
Ruth's appointment.

In closing, I wish for everyone a 
Prosperous and Happy Year.  May God 
Guide you in all your deliberations and 
may your decisions be the right ones 
that will benefit you and our wonderful 
Order.

In F. L. T. — Donna F Grable

GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Greetings!!
The last two months has simply 

flown by, Christmas is over for 2018,  
January has traveled past, we are now 
looking at a brand new month and year!

I noticed something great that hap-
pened in December. In almost every 
Lodge that I attended, new members 
were being vetted. This is so important 
for all of Illinois and I am very grateful 
to all the Lodges that are trying so hard 
to keep their membership going.

As our Grand Marshal, Bill Smith, 
keeps telling me . . . . 'It only takes 
ONE'.  If you get that One person into 
your Lodge, you can turn it all around.

The annual Christmas par ty in 
Mattoon is always a special time. David 
Standerfer, the Home Administrator, 
and his entire team always make all of 
us 'visitors' feel welcome and accepted.

A long tradition at the Home has 
been to pass out gifts to the residents. I 
was fortunate in that I was able to meet 
with a special lady named Carman, who 
came to tears as she opened her gift. 
She asked me to sit and we talked for a 
long time. She spoke of her family, her 
former life in Florida, her son the musi-
cian, and her stay at the Home. She 
just could not say enough good things 
about her time at the Odd Fellow / 
Rebekah Home.  She was very happy 
with the staff, the food, and the facili-
ties. She truly felt blessed to be there. I 
felt blessed to be there as well.

A big THANK-YOU to DARCY and 
PENNY at the home for taking their 
time and shopping for all these gifts for 
our residents. These ladies hand select-
ed those gifts to match each resident to 
perfection!!

***************************
Your District Deputy Grand Masters 

should have installed your officers in 
January. If this has not yet been done, 
please contact him ASAP so he can 
schedule your night. Also, you should 
have your Semi-Annual Reports com-
pleted so that your DDGM can review it 
and you can get it sent off to the Grand 
Secretary. These reports may seem 

mundane, but they are very important 
to Illinois Odd Fellows.    

***************************
We still need 8 to 10 more people 

to sign up for our bus trip to Arlington 
in May. This will certainly be a trip for 
your lifetime. You should know your 
schedule by now. You know you aren't 
doing anything else in May. So, contact 
me or Linda Jones & get put on the list. 
You will never find another trip at this 
low of a price with this much fun.

***************************
 I hope everyone had the opportu-

nity to see the Odd Fellow / Rebekah 
Float on New Years Day.

This year, I saw that Illinois received 
one of the highest recognition’s for 
being a major donor to the Float.  
Noted was the Grand Lodge of Illinois 
as well as the IOOF Management 
Corporation!!!

***************************
February starts our season of hold-

ing our Regional Meetings. Have your 
candidates ready to go so that they may 
start their journey into Odd Fellowship.

***************************
Let's start the New Year of f right 

and keep Illinois #1 with FRIENDSHIP, 
LOVE, and TRUTH!!!!

In F.L.& T. 
Jim Bott, Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Christmas 2018 is now a memory.   I 
hope that each of you had a Blessed 
Christmas and got to spend it with fam-
ily and friends.  This is the time of year 
when we are all in a giving mood, but 
we need to continue this throughout 
the year.  There are so many people 
that are less fortunate than us.

My granddaughter came home from 
Alabama.  It was great to have her, not 
only to spend time with us, but she 
is my computer expert and I needed 
some help.  Our family always cele-
brates on Christmas Eve.  Then we can 
relax on Christmas Day if I could only 
learn what that is.

I  attended Christmas par t ies 
at several Rebekah and Odd Fellow 
Lodges as well as my other organiza-
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ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT SHARON 
LANDRY RECEIVES THE REBEKAH 

MERITORIOUS JEWEL
At the Joint Installation of the Grand Lodge and Rebekah 

Assembly officers on October 8, 2018, Rebekah Assembly 
President Sharon Landr y was awarded the Rebekah 
Meritorious Service Jewel for her dedication and devotion to 
the Order and charities in her hometown.  

Shown presenting Sister Sharon with her Meritorious 
Service Certificate is Sister Janet Bruce, Assembly Secretary.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FOR 2018-19

2-Feb-19 Region #4 (North) Winchester

9-Feb-19 Special Encampment Degree Day Sycamore 
Lodge

16-Feb-19 Civil War Tomb of the Unknown Boloxi,  
Mississippi

18-Feb-19 Presidents Day Lincoln Office Closed

23-Feb-19 Region #2 Farmington

2-Mar-19 Region #4 (South) Dupo

9-Mar-19 Region #3 Mt. Zion

16-Mar-19  Region #1 Plano

March 30, 2019  GE/LEA Roundup Friendship Manor 
Lincoln 10 a.m.

6-Apr-19 Region #5 Flora

21-Apr-19 Easter Lincoln Office Closed

2-May-19 Bus Trip May 2-May 7, 2019

27-May-19 Memorial Day Lincoln Office Closed

28-May-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

25-Jun-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

July 4, 5, 2019 Independence Day Lincoln Office 
Closed

23-Jul-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

July 26,27,28, 2019 Great Lakes Conference Barboo, 
Wisconsin

August 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2019 Winston Salem, 
North Carolina

27-Aug-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

September 2, 2019 Labor Day Lincoln Office Closed. 

10-Sep-19 Trap Shoot

14-Sep-19 District Deputy Grand Masters Meeting 
Lincoln

24-Sep-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

October 7,8, 2019  Grand Lodge Springfield, IL

15-Oct-19 Executive Board Meeting Lincoln

EVENTS THIS MONTH
FEBRUARY 2019

2 IOOF Region #4 (North) Winchester

9 Special Encampment Degree Day Sycamore

16 Rebekah Executive Board Lincoln

18 Presidents Day Office Closed Lincoln

19 IOOF Management Corp/Housing Mattoon

22 IOOF/Rebekah Home Board Mattoon

23 IOOF Region #2 Farmington

26 Executive Board Lincoln

F L T

PRESIDENT'S 
DAY

February 18th
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT

It is indeed an honor to be the 
first female leader of the Grand 
Encampment of Illinois. Thank you 
to the members in attendance at the 
Grand Encampment session for your 
trust and encouragement.  With the 
assistance of the members of the vari-
ous Encampments, this year will be 
exciting and productive.

New of ficers are being installed 
for the 2019 term.  The beginning of 
a term is one of excitement of what 
lays ahead, dreams will be fulfilled and 
assistance to those with autism will be 
fantastic.  As the project of the Grand 
Encampment since 1983, autism is a 
condition in which we hear more and 
more about.  Fund raising in the past 
has been tremendous and I know each 
encampment and member will work 
this year to match or donate greater 
funds to this cause.  

Two degree days for the Royal 
Purple or Encampment Degree will be 
held this year.  Ellwood Encampment 
#173 will host an all degree day on 
February 9 in Sycamore starting at 9 
am.  The Grand Encampment will host 
an all degree day on June 8 in Dupo 
starting at 9 a.m. Bring your candi-
dates. Interested in  joining, send me 
an email at gemsbyjob@gmail.com or 
call 336-253-6005. 

A fund raiser for the entire state 
will be held on March 30, the Grand 
Encampment Round Up for Autism at 
Friendship Manor in Lincoln.  Starting 
at 10 a.m. with a theme of a Luau, the 
auction, games and prizes should be 

a lot of fun.  Members of all branches 
and friends are invited.  All proceeds go 
to autism.

May all your installations, travels to 
and fro from lodge meetings and events 
be safe.  A smile and kind word goes a 
long way, how far can you reach out?  I 
plan on covering the entire state with 
mine and then some, can you?

PRESIDENT 
DEPARTMENT 

ASSOCIATION OF 
ILLINOIS

Ladies,
By now the holiday’s are past and 

I hope ever yone had a wonder ful 
Christmas and New Year.  The reports 
should have been done and sent to the 
Secretary so she could send them in.  
Valentine’s day is just around the cor-
ner.  

As you all know, our numbers are 
shrinking. Have you asked someone to 
join LAPM.  Think about your Rebekah 
sisters and relatives. Tell them about 
our order.  At our last session we gave 
$3500 to buy an eye machine. These 
eye machines are available at no cost to 
anyone who needs them. 

Ever y year we go to Arlington 
Virginia to lay a wreath at the Tomb 
of the unknown soldier.  Are you going 
this year? It’s something to see. We are 
the show piece of the order.  If possible 
please plan to attend. 

Sandra Coulter
President Department Association 

of Illinois

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the home,

I can't believe it's already February! 
Everyone is staying busy here at the 
home as always. We have had some 
beautiful days for it to be winter how-
ever, with it turning cold weather, our 
activities are our main source of enter-
tainment.  A few activities taking place 
this month are Bingo, Glam it up, cook-
ing classes, coffee socials, crafts and a 
Valentine's Day party!

We are trying to plan a "Lunch and 
Learn" with the Police Department.   
We want to invite the Fellowship Center 
and families to attend.  The purpose of 
this is to educate everyone on the pos-
sibility of scams.  We are sponsoring a 
"Dine with the Doc" at Mason Point in 
Sullivan on February 5th.

The remodel is really star ting to 
come together and the home is looking 
ooooohhh so nice!  We are receiving so 
many nice compliments from families 
and residents.  It's sure a bright spot in 
the middle of a gloomy winter day. 

The Fellowship center is starting up 
BINGO again and we will provide the 
prizes, they are always appreciative of 
the fun prizes we get them every other 
month. 

Until next month- take care and be 
well.

Danita Starwalt,
Community Relations Coordinator

REGIONAL 
MEETINGS

2019
February 2, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #4 (North) - 
 Winchester

February 23, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #2 - Farmington

March 2, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #4 (South) - Dupo

March 9, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #3 - Mt Zion

March 16, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #1 - Plano

April 6, 2019 -
 IOOF Region #5 - Salem
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EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION MONTH
Educational Foundation Proclamation 
To the Officers and Members of all Degrees  of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows

Fraternal Greetings:

Whereas, the Educational Foundation, the oldest project of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, established in 1927, has made it possible 
for thousands of people from all walks of life to further their education with 
low interest loans amounting to more than 7.4 million dollars, and

Whereas, the Educational Foundation depends upon donations from all 
Units and members for its continued service in this most important field, and 

Whereas, the need for loans is ever increasing to meet the higher cost of 
helping men and women to find their place in life, working in all types of pro-
fessional, business and trade fields, and 

Whereas, one of our commands is: ‘to educate’; what better way to 
achieve this command than through loans and scholarships of the Educational 
Foundation..

Now Therefore, I, Douglas E. Pittman, by virtue of the authority duly 
vested in me as the Sovereign Grand Master of the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows, do hereby proclaim,
The month of February as Educational Foundation Month through-
out Odd Fellowship. 
Further, request all Units of the Order to support this project by: 
Making a special effort to sponsor a money raising event for the ben-
efit of the Educational Foundation or a treasury donation. 
All monies raised and contributions made should be sent to the 

Jurisdictional Secretary of each Unit of the Order and the Jurisdictional 
Secretary will, in turn, send the total donations for the Jurisdiction to: R. 
Kenneth Babb, Ex. Dir., Educational Foundation I.O.O.F., P.O. Box 20455, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27120. This will enable each Jurisdictional Secretary to 
give credit for contributions made by Local Units. 

When you reach out and touch people through education you  provide 
them with the knowledge. 

Done this 1st day of November 2018, in the City of Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, and of our Order the 200th year. 

Attest: /s/ Douglas E. Pittman
Sovereign Grand Master

/s/ Terry L. Barrett 
Sovereign Grand Secretary 


