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Order of Odd Fellows, 845 Wyatt Avenue, 
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P.O. Box 248
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pertaining to the welfare of the Independent 
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month, publication and contributions must reach 
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“Promoting Odd Fellowship 
Through Positive Communication”

ODD FELLOW -
REBEKAH HOME

201 Lafayette Ave., Mattoon, Illinois 61938

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Lonnie Smith 6/1/38
Patricia Hutchings 6/1/51
Frank Henson 6/10/33
Jerome Specht 6/10/40
James Whetsell 6/11/25
Norma Nichols 6/13/34
Barbar Prather 6/17/59
Verna Wilkey 6/21/29
Delores Walker 6/23/33
Linda Crawford 6/28/38

SEND NEWS TO:
Grand Lodge of Illinois

Editor Illinois Odd Fellow Paper
845 Wyatt Avenue, PO Box 248

Lincoln, IL 62656-0248
Phone: 217-735-2561

Fax: 217-735-2562
E-mail: grandeditor@frontier.com

IN MEMORIUM
WILMA E. NEWLIN
1/9/1936 - 3/29/2019

Mattoon Odd Fellow Lodge

BENJAMIN EARL WALDBUSER
4/3/1941 - 12/29/2018

Forsyth Odd Fellow Lodge

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

April is past and we are ready to 
move forward to May and its beauty!  
Just in case you were wondering our 
Easter Eggstravaganza was a huge 
success once again.  Several residents 
helped stuff 5000 eggs to assist with 
getting ready for the big event.  An eve-
ning event was planned for this year's 
hunt.  We enjoyed numerous commu-
nity egg hunters....it was certainly a joy 
to watch them.

We will be extremely busy this 
month with numerous activities.  We 
will have National Skilled Nursing Care 
week.  The theme this year is "Live 
Soulfully".  A few of the activities we 
have planned are, Giving Back Day, 
hosting Community Bingo, delivering 
Cookies to the Police Station, Cupcake 
Wars, Latino Day, making a Heritage 
Garden, and Armed Forces Day, 
"Celebration of Freedom".   We will 
celebrate Mother's Day, by giving all 
Mothers a Carnation.  It's always such 
a treat to celebrate with residents, fam-
ily, and friends. 

We have had some absolutely beau-
tiful days, some of the residents were 
able to sit outside and enjoy the lovely 
grounds.

Until next month- take care and be 
well.

Danita Starwalt,
Community Relations Coordinator

PGM LARRY GEAN 
UNDERWENT TRIPLE

BI-PASS SURGERY
On March 29th PGM Larry Gean 

suffered a heart attack and underwent 
a triple bi-pass. I was able to speak with 
him almost every day, and I’m happy 
to announce that he has been getting 
stronger each day.

He was released on Thursday, April 
4th & sent home to recover. 

He will be in recovery mode for the 
next 6 months, so please keep him in 
your thoughts and prayers. Let’s keep 
the Post Office busy and send lots of 
cards his way. 

THANKS!!!
Larry’s address is:
513 North 3rd Street
Dupo, Illinois 62239

OPEN HOUSE FOR 
EVELYN KEMP

Evelyn J. Kemp will celebrate her 
95th bir thday with an open house 
on May 25, 2019 at the Fellowship 
Center, 301 Lafayette Ave E. from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m.  Given by her son Lester 
McGinnes. Evelyn is a 74 year mem-
ber of the Rebekah’s. Evelyn joined 
Charleston #66 in 1945. She was a 
member of Salmon Bay R.L. #217 of 
Washington State, L.E. Wa Buckly 
Encampment #40, Ballard Alki Lodge 
#170, Ballard Enca #78, Kent LEA 
#15, And Joined Geneoa #274 when 
Charleston Consolidated with them. 
She was the 1st Deputy of Dist #19. She 
volunteers with Peace Meals-passing 
meals out. She has held every office in 
the Rebekahs. 

THANK YOU'S
I would like to thank everyone very 

much for all the cards, calls, flowers, 
care and concern during my recent 
health scare.  

Thank you.
Larry Gean, PGM

I would like to thank ever yone 
for the cards, care concern, flowers 
during my recent surgery. I feel very 
blessed. Everything came back good 
they removed the cancer and no sign 
anywhere else. God is good. I have felt 
from the being that God had his hand 
in everything that happened. Thank 
you again.

May God Bless you all & Happy 
Easter.

Janis Klockenga, 
Editor of the News Letter
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driving in rain most of the way, it was a 
wonderful meeting.  Then on March 16 
we traveled to Fairbury for District #16 
meeting.   It, too, was a good meeting.  
Thanks to both of these lodges for their 
lovely presentations and large dona-
tions to my Flag Fund.  It was greatly 
appreciated.  I even won some items in 
the raffle at Fairbury.

On March 30 I attended the Grand 
Encampment Roundup at Lincoln.  
Again, I found myself driving there in 
the rain. Even though it was raining 
outside the smiles of all the Oddfellows 
and Rebekahs made it a sunny day 
inside.  It was a great day and a profit-
able one.  There were games, a cake-
walk, and an auction.  Arlan Miller 
served as the Auctioneer and did a 
great job.  All the money made was 
donated to Autism a very worthy proj-
ect.  Janet Bruce did a wonderful job 
organizing this event. I am looking for-
ward to next year.

I attended the IOOF Region 5 meet-
ing at Salem on April 5, - another won-
derful day.  The food was exception-
al.  Six candidates were initiated.  The 
Degree Staff did an outstanding job as 
usual.  It had been so many years since 
I had been to Salem Lodge, it was like 
going back home. 

Rebekah District #6 meeting will be 
held in Carpentersville on Saturday, 
April 13.  Then on Saturday, April 27 
District #19 will hold their meeting at 
the  First United Methodist Church 
located at  128 East Illinois St., Arthur, 
IL.  The church is located on the cor-
ner of the next block just down from 
the lodge hall. 

On May 2, I will be leaving for 
Washington D.C. to place a wreath 
at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  
What an honor this is.  I have never 
been there so I am looking to touring 
many of the beautiful sights.   

Remember, to have a tribute or 
maybe host an open house to cele-
brate 200 years of Oddfellowship on 
the North American Continent on or 
around April 26.  We are the oldest 
fraternal order in the world and we 
need to be proud of what we stand for 
and for all the good that we have done 
and will continue to do. 

In closing "The difference between 
school and life?  In school, you're 
taught a lesson and then given a test.  
In life, you're given a test that teaches 
you a lesson."

In F.L.T.
Donna F Grable
Assembly President

GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

By now the Region Meetings are fin-
ished for this year. Who knew that we 
could be so busy and still have so much 
fun? A lot has been happening and by 
the time that you read this article, April 
will be almost over.

As all of you know, April 26th is the 
official date of our 200th Anniversary 
for Odd Fellows. I have really been 
pleased with the responses from our 
Lodges to host 200th anniversary pub-
lic events in their towns.

From North to South, & East to 
West, Lodges have events scheduled to 
commemorate this historic date.

I hope that we have good weather 
and great turnouts for all that is hap-
pening!!

It would seem that Olive Branch 
Lodge in Salem has started it off early 
when on April 6th, the Lodge not only 
sponsored our final Region Meeting, 
but they dedicated a tree at the Marion 
County Courthouse.

This was very well attended, and 
they had great press coverage. Look 
elsewhere in this issue for a story and 
photos on that event.

I suspect that next months issue will 
have lots of photos of events!

I can tell you now that even the 
State of Illinois will be helping us, 
as the Governor will be signing a 
PROCLAMATION acknowledging 
that the week of April 21 thru 27 will 
be known as ODD FELLOW WEEK 
throughout all of Illinois. We will 
be receiving a signed copy of this 
Proclamation to place in our Museum.

--------------------------------------- 
"TO RELIEVE THE DISTRESSED"

It has been a little over two months 
since we started the DISASTER AND 
RELIEF FUND.

Sometimes you just KNOW that you 
are on the right track because of the 
support that has been coming in from 
all over the State. So far, 28 % of the 
Lodges have donated 56% of our goal. 
I had set our goal for this first year at 
$5,000.00. That would be about $100.00 
per Lodge. $5,000 would give us enough 
to be able to help any member that 
would suffer an unexpected disaster.

On April 6th, at the Region 5 
Meeting, we were able to present a 
$1,000.00 to PGM Clyde Litton whose 
house bur ned down and he lost 
everything. It is truly my prayer that we 
will never have to use this fund again, 
but that is not the way of the world. 
Members get in car wrecks, motor 
cycle accidents, house fires happen...
they leave widows and orphans...doing 
nothing for them is a terrible option. 
With this fund, and with your support, 
we can help. We can keep our oath to 
actually Relieve The Distressed.

IN F.L.& T.
Jim Bott, Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

I thing Spring has finally arrived.  I 
like that idea but along with it comes 
the grass cutting and weed eating.  
Even though I have a riding lawn 
mower, it does not make it any more 
enjoyable.  I would rather be shopping.

The past month I spent much time 
at the hospital sitting with the family 
of two very dear friends, one being my 
former pastor.  I am sad to say they 
both passed away and I miss them both 
very much.  They were two of the most 
wonderful people I have ever known 
and have left an impression on my life. 

The month of March was a busy one.  
Rebekah District #12 held their meet-
ing in Bushnell on March 9. Despite 
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In celebration of not only the 200th year for Illinois but 
for Odd Fellowship as well, Mt. Olive Lodge #114 in Salem 
used the Living Legacy Program in a superb way. During 
the Region #5 meeting on Saturday April 6th, 2019, Mt Olive 
Lodge #114 dedicated a Permanent Marker on the Marion 
County Courthouse Lawn. This Marker is placed in front of 
a graft of an original Johnny Appleseed Tree which Mt. Olive 
had planted last fall. This dedication was represented by 10 
different lodges covering both Illiniois and Missouri. This pre-
sentation was covered by local media and was seen by many 
passing community members. As seen in the pictures there 
was a large attendance by Odd Fellows and the general public 
alike. Hats off to Mt. Olive #114!

Regional Director #5
Matt Diefenbach

MT. OLIVE #114  SALEM REGION #5 MEETING

Learn more about joining the Odd Fellows:
Brice McGee, Noble Grand • 618-315-3242

Marty Hays, Secretary • 618-315-3877
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Mt. Olive Lodge in Salem Illinois hosted the Region 
#5 meeting. There was a total of 43 Brothers and Sisters 
attending, 6 of which became new members. There were 10 
Lodges and 2 States represented at this meeting. 2 lodges 
initiated new canidates. 5 were from Flora Lodge #151 
They are: Clayton Hagen, Sharon Webb, Kelly Logan, Doug 
Wilborn and Caitlyn Diefenbach. Mario Dati was the other 
candidate from Legend Lodge #212 in Plano, IL.  We had 
good degree work, Excellent food, an Awesome program with 
overall wonderful fellowship. 

Regional Director Matt Diefenbach reported on the state 
of Region #5. He stated “He will not reveal the ages of all the 
candidates but did note that we brought in a 16, 21 and a 30 
year old candidates.These people are the future of our order.” 
He believes: “That our Region is doing fairly well, but there 
is always room for improvement and growth. His goal is to 
bring unity to the region by working with others and bringing 
people together.” 

If anyone needs help feel free to call him. He is willing to 
help in anyway he can.

Reported by: Caity Diefenbach, Flora Lodge #151

From Left to Right: Mark Decker, Gerald Sarnes, Rich 
Herring, Chris Watkins, Kenny Hays, Jim Bott, Matt 
Diefenbach, Brice McGee, Kent Staley, Woody Hays, Marty 
Hays, Bonnie Ulrey, Mike Meadows and Matt Yinling.

MT. OLIVE #114  SALEM REGION #5 MEETING
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CLIFF LINK RECEIVES HIS
30 YEAR JEWEL

Noble Grand James Gilreath presenst a 30 year Jewel to 
Brighton Lodge #366 member Cliff Link.

GRAND PATRIARCH
The 2019 Round Up held March 30 in Lincoln was a fantas-

tic day of fellowship and fun and games for autism, the official 
project of the Grand Encampment of Illinois.

29 members and friends spent the morning playing bean 
bag toss, dice roll, clothes pin drop, match dice numbers, 
and fighting for the numbers on the cake walk. Several Bingo 
games and a word search puzzle of words from Odd Fellows, 
Rebekahs, and Encampments was played. Prizes and more 
prizes were awarded. A delicious luncheon was held followed 
by a rousing auction of donated items. A total of $1,108.00 was 
donated. Awesome.

What a great day to get out of the house, catch up with 
news from winter and visit and swap stories. Did you miss it? 
Put is on your calendar for 2020.

Thank you to Ellwood Encampment for putting on an all 
degree day in February and for Sycamore Lodge for allow-
ing their newly remodeled hall to be used. The Encampment 
Degrees are an extension of the Odd Fellow Degrees and the 
teachings are memorable and inspiring. Not a member, ask an 
Encampment member about joining today.

The Grand Encampment has planned an all degree day 
June 8 in Dupo. Get your candidates ready and join us for the 
day.

MEMENTO BRANCH
REBEKAH LODGE #155

Memento Branch Rebekah Lodge #155 of Farmington, IL 
held initiation of three candidates for initiation.  Refreshments 
were served to celebrate the evening.

 Secretary of Memento Branch 155. 

Pictured are Dimitri Kapsails and Hayden Morris. No pic-
tured is Danielle Mahr. 



7

The Great Lakes Conference 2019
Baraboo, WI

Registration Form
DUE BY JUNE 30, 2019
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JUANITA #477 OBSERVES THOMAS WILDEY DAY
Noble Grand Nann Johnson made a skit up to observe Thomas Wildey Day.  Our President Donna Grable sent a letter to all 

lodges asking that they do this, so Nann planned it all. We all enjoyed doing it.  This was a great evening of showing what one 
person can do, and fun acting out the parts.

Here are the Characters: Allen Jones with a picture of Thomas Wildey, over his face, represented Thomas Wildey, Christi 
Clark was the widow holding the orphan baby. Others were: June Creasy doing the reading, Nann Johnson holding the sign, 
Lavonda Hopkins and Brittany Hopkins holding the three links.  

Pictured L-R: June Creasy, Nann Johnson, Allen Jones, PGMm Lavonda & Brittany Hopkins. In front is Christi Clark. 


