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GRAND MASTERS TRAP SHOOT

Jim Bott, Grand Master presenting Lodge Team 2nd Place 
Class A to Joe Campbell Mason 143.

Jim Bott, Grand Master presenting to Jason Simmons 
Bushnell Lodge Team Member 1st Place Class C.

Jim Bott, Grand Master presenting to Lodge Team 1st 
Place Jeff & Nate Sisson, Greg Fayhee, Jason Simmons and 
Gaylord Ackerson.

Jim Bott, Grand Master presenting Lodge Team Member 
2nd Place to Kewanee 128.
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Adolph Meditz 11/23/23
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Mary Hamilton 11/26/23
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NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the Home,

Well the fall months are here, even 
though the weather doesn't seem as 
though. 

We enjoyed our Business After 
Hours/Open House in September.  
We had a wonder ful turn out.  We 
are guessing around 60 visitors who 
enjoyed the celebration.  The weather 
was as beautiful as the home and many 
enjoyed tours of the facility.  We all took 
great pride in showing it off.

The team for our Alzheimer's walk 
have exceeded their goal for fundrais-
ing.  We are so excited we were one of 
the top 5 teams, for the Mattoon Walk.

We are looking for ward to our 
Trick or Treat event at the end of the 
month.  The residents love seeing all 
the children come through with their 
costumes and handing out candy.  It's 
always an event that everyone enjoys.

 Until next month- take care and be 
well.

Danita Starwalt
Community Relations Coordinator

PRESIDENT 
DEPARTMENT 

ASSOCIATION OF 
ILLINOIS

Ladies,
It's that time of year again, time for 

our annual session.  This year it will be 
Wednesday, October 9 and Thursday,  
October 10 .

Registration will be at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday and practice will be at 3 
p.m. with dinner at 5:30 p.m. and the 
joint opening at 7 p.m.

Thursday at 9 a.m. we will open our 
session.  We will have a project table.  
Don't forget to bring your white ele-
phants  and any other goodies people 
can't  live without.  The money will be 
going to visual research.  We are meet-
ing in Lincoln as usual and at the same 
building.

Lunch will be served at 12 p.m.  The 
menu is broccoli/cheese soup, ham 
and cheese sandwiches, dessert and of 
course coffee, tea, or water.  The cost 
will be $7.00.

The joint planning committee 
recommended that the LAPM close 
on December 31, 2020, the General 
Military Council changed the date to 
December 31, 2021.  The last IALAPM 
will be August 2021. The Auxiliaries 
will be allowed to conclude their year 
in December 2021.  This will include 
those who meet in October.  We will 
need someone to serve as President for 
2021... it cannot be me.  I am looking 
forward to seeing as many of you as 
can come in October.

Chivalrously yours,
Sandra Coulter
President Depar tment Association 

Illinois

EVENTS THIS MONTH
OCTOBER 2019

6 OPENING BANQUET OF
 GRAND LODGE
 SPRINGFIELD

7, 8 GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS
 SPRINGFIELD

7, 8 REBEKAH ASSEMBLY OF
 ILLINOIS
 SPRINGFIELD

8 EXECUTIVE BOARD MTG
 SPRINGFIELD OF

9 GRAND ENCAMPMENT
 LINCOLN

9, 10 DEPARTMENT COUNCIL
 LINCOLN

22 IOOF MANAGEMENT CORP
 HOUSING
 BUFFALO

25 IOOF/REBEKAH HOME 
 BOARD
 MATTOON
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ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

This will be my final message to you 
as your Assembly President.   I want 
to take this opportunity to thank each 

GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

The time is at hand
There comes a point for all of us a 

certain understanding that we are sim-
ply out of time. We can always try to do 
a little more, but will we be as effective 
as before?

All of the Past Grand Masters that I 
have spoken with say the same thing; 
"they just didn't have time to do all of 
the things they wanted."

The road to Grand Master has mul-
tiple steps.

The first step is to spend years work-
ing within your own Lodge, District, 
and Region to do what you can to help 
your members.

The other steps are more defined:
Step 2: You decide to move through 

the Chairs. The year before you run 
for Warden, spend that entire year and 
go to every meeting that you can. You 
do not need to promote yourself, but 
instead, you should be promoting some 
of your ideas.

Step 3: You have been nominated 
and elected as Warden. This is where 
you can start going to committees and 
see where you can help the most. Feel 
free to offer suggestions but most of all 
LISTEN.

Step 4: You are now the DGM. It's 
time to double down on your atten-
dance at meetings.

It takes a lot of traveling. Learn 
about how other States operate. Learn 
about how the SGL operates. Never 
miss an Executive Board meeting. 

Never miss a Regional Meeting, and 
most of all never miss out on an oppor-
tunity to learn from others.

Step 5: You are now the Grand 
Master. You can look back and see 
what you have started over the last 
few years. Now you can finish what 
you started. Well, almost. You will fully 
come to understand that the Grand 
Lodge is a democracy & not run by one 
person. Some of your ideas will be easy 
to push through. Several ideas, even 
those you feel strongly about, you will 
be in the minority or even the only yes 
vote. The best part, is that even though 
you will disagree with people on a few 
issues, you will remain lifelong friends 
and Brothers and Sisters.

Overall, I can look back on my jour-
ney to Grand Master, and know that 
I have made a positive dif ference in 
many places. Being your Grand Master 
has made me a better person. For that I 
thank each and every one of you.

Finally, and I have said this in sev-
eral previous articles, Thank You to a 
very special friend, the President of 
the Rebekah Assembly, Donna Grable! 
I couldn't have dreamed that I would 
be so blessed to have such an amaz-
ing partner to work with for the past 3 
years.

So, In Friendship, Love & Truth,
Jim Bott, G.M. of Illinois

and every Sister and Brother of this 
Jurisdiction who have given their loyal 
and untiring support to the Order this 
year. I express my sincere gratitude, 
for the success of our organization 
depends entirely upon the everlast-
ing support of a united and interest-
ed membership and only through the 
effort of every member will be success-
ful.

It seems like only yesterday that 
I was elected Warden and now I am 
preparing to complete my term as 
President of this Jurisdiction.  The past 
three years have been wonderful and I 
have many memories that I will always 
cherish. I have renewed many old 
friendships and made many new ones.

Brother Jim and I had the honor to 
serve as Grand Master and Assembly 
President during the 200th Anniversary 
of Odd Fellowship on the Nor th 
American continent. That was a special 
addition to our year.  And the picnic 
at the Odd Fellow Children's Home 
was another occasion to commemorate 
the Anniversary.  The license plates 
that many of us purchased have been 
a great advertisement for our Order.  I 
am proudly displaying them and have 
had people to ask what Odd Fellowship 
is all about. It has given me the oppor-
tunity to tell them what we stand for 
and all the projects that we support. 

This year has been a very busy, but 
happy one filled with many opportuni-
ties and privileges.  Again, thank you, 
and I love you all.

In closing, remember, "We must let 
go of the life we have planned, so as to 
accepted the one that is waiting for us".

Donna F Grable
Assembly President
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Following a delicious Chinese dinner hosted by Sycamore 
IOOF Lodge #105, two more scholarship presentations were 
given out.  Sandra Coulter presented the Certificate to Sophia 
Macomb, Sycamore and Clara Kay Nott presented Olivia 
Donahue, Algonquin with her certificate. Sophia received 
an Agricultural Scholarship and plans to be a Bioinformatics 
Major. Olivia plans to attend the University of Iowa. We were 
also pleased that Olivia’s mother Randa Donahue could join us 
for the evening.  

Pictured are Noble Grand, John Latham, Bonnie Hensley, 
Sandra Coulter, Sophia Macomb, Olivia Donahue, Clara Kay 
Nott.

Guardian IOOF lodge #60, Woodstock hosted the scholar-
ship presentation for October Heffner, Woodstock. Bonnie 
Hensley presented the certificate to October who wishes to 
get her BA in Biology to pursue the studies of genetics in ani-
mals hoping to work in a lab.  October’s parents Wayne and 
Jacqueline Heffner and Clara Kay and Charles Nott also were 
present.

Pictured are Wayne, Jacqueline and October Hef fner, 
Bonnie Hensley.

Columbia #21 IOOF lodge, Peoria hosted three of the Odd 
Fellow Rebekah Scholarship Committee members, when 
Bonnie Hensley presented scholarship certificates to Alexis 
and Allyson Howell from Flanagan.  Alexis Howell has been 
involved with many community projects including many FFA 
activities and plans to become a nurse, eventually becoming 
an obstetrics nurse.  Allyson Howell also plans to be involved 
in the medical field.  Her plans are to attend Heartland 
Community College and then transfer to Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale to get her BA in Radiology. Yes they 
are twins. Following the presentation everyone was treated to 
dinner at Pizza Ranch by the lodge. 

Those in the picture are: Noble Grand Sandra Coulter, 
Allyson Howell, Alexis Howell, Bonnie Hensley and Clara Kay 
Nott.

ELGIN LODGE #12 PRESENTS JEWEL
On a recent meeting at Elgin Lodge #12, Noble Grand 

Chris Robinson (Right) presented a much deserved 25 year 
Jewel to fellow member Larry (Butterball) Clavel.  It was 
Larry's original idea almost a year and a half ago to offer a 
200th anniversary license plate to our membership here in 
Illinois.  Thank you Larry for all you do for our order.

Pictured L-R: Larry Clavel receiving his 25 Year Jewel pre-
sented by Noble Grand Chris Robinson. 

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS
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MACOMB #9 LAPM
Macomb #9 LAPM entertained Association President 

Sandra Coulter, with dinner out and we all had a little fun with 
a program of “Sandra’s horse dream” during the meeting. We 
also gave a member Katrina Coulter-Bowen a donation to help 
with the rebuilding of their home which was destroyed by tor-
nado like winds back in May. Thanks Judy Sarnes for taking 
the picture and being with us.

Macomb #9 Ladies: Margaret Johnson, Bonnie Hensley, 
Clara Kay Nott, Katrina Coulter-Bowen, and Sandra Coulter.

Pictured are Clara Kay Nott, Margaret Johnson, Katrina 
Coulter-Bowen.

MT ZION #300 HELD ANNUAL FAMILY DAY
The Mt Zion Lodge held it 2nd annual family day on 

September 7, 2019.  The day started at noon with many broth-
ers practicing their marksmanship skills.  A variety of weap-
ons were utilized and several family members participated.  
Yard games, bags, a bounce house and even a swimming 
pool were present for kids and adults alike.  The kids really 
enjoyed the pool and even PNG Ron Johnson participated 
with the kids in a synchronized diving effort.

Everyone brought a dish and burgers and hotdogs were 
provided by the hosts, the Mallory and Thomas families 
and cooked by Grill Master Paul Higar.  Everyone attending 
had great food and drink coupled with Odd Fellowship.  The 
group was entertained in the evening by the Lodge #300's 
own, Brother's Odd band, who played great music well into 
the evening.  The band was even joined at one point by a 
future musician who joined in on a few tunes.  There was a 
fireworks display and a great time had by all.
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BEVERLY SOMERVILLE WINS QUILT

Beverly Somerville from Peoria was the winner of the 
Queen size quilt at the Arthur Cheese Festival.  Her name 
was drawn from over 360 tickets at the Mariorraetta Rebekah 
Lodge booth on South Vine Street Monday at 3:00 p.m. on 
September 2, 2019.

LODGES HELPING LODGES
A few months ago, mostly in Southern Illinois, we started a 

program called Lodges helping Lodges.
Sometimes you just need a little extra manpower.
Below are some photos of lodges helping where needed.
If your Lodge has been helping out another, please send 

those pictures in and they will be published here.

CHILDREN’S HOME DONATES WATER 
BOTTLES TO ASBURY IN SPRINGFIELD    

The Children’s Home had Water Bottles left over so we 
donated some of the bottles to the Asbury Children’s Location 
in Springfield. Steve Pigg made the delivery for us and they 
were very appreciative for the water bottles.  Here are some 
pictures Steve took while he was there. 
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HISTORY IS MADE ON THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ODD FELLOWSHIP IN NORTH AMERICA! 

 

 
From the Odd Fellows and Rebekah's of Delaware Facebook page 

 
CONGRATULATIONS MICHELLE FROM ALL THE ODD FELLOWS IN ILLINOIS. 

 
OFFICERS OF SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE 

2019-2020 
 
 

 E. Wesley Nelson   Sovereign Grand Master  Alberta 

 Charles E. "Chuck" Lusk  Deputy Sovereign Grand Master Ohio  

 Michelle L. Hecken  Sovereign Grand Warden  Iowa 

 Terry l. Barrett    Sovereign Grand Secretary  Illinois 

 Harless A. Turner  Sovereign Grand Treasurer  West Virginia 
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Paul Higar of Mt. Zion Lodge #300 presents check to Mt. 
Zion Girls Softball Coach Greg Blakey. 

Paul Higar of Mt. Zion Lodge #300 presents check to Mt. 
Zion Baseball Coach Matt Smith, and two of the players.

BEN HUR LODGE #870 SUPPORTS BOY SCOUTS
Earlier this summer the Odd Fellows of Ben Hur Lodge 870 presented BSA Scout Troop 190 with a $500.00 check to be put 

towards the purchase of a troop trailer. 

Pictured with the Scouts are Steve Weber, Vice Grand and Gregg Bowen, Past Grand.

MT ZION #300
On August 16th at the Mt Zion Pony Express the Mt Zion Odd Fellows Lodge prepared over 300 steak dinners.  The lodge, 

led by Grill Master Paul Higar, prepared the meals as a fundraiser for Mt Zion High School baseball and softball.  Paul Higar, 
on behalf of the Mt Zion Lodge, presented donations to Mt Zion Girl's Softball Coach Greg Blakey and Mt Zion Baseball Coach 
Matt Smith.  The donations were $1,325 each, totaling $2,650.


