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THE ILLINOIS ODD FELLOW

COVID-19

Many of our membership are in a mature age and are very concerned about our health and welfare for 
our lodges. 

I want to insure everyone by monitoring all recommendations and the updates from our government 
officials surrounding the COVID-19, we will keep our members and lodges informed of any changes that 
need to be made.  We need to keep our membership informed of the status of COVID-19.

Our Grand Master Niles Reamer has cancelled the rest of our Regional Meetings for the year.  The 
Grand Patriarch has cancelled the Annual Roundup for the Grand Encampment.  Members are urged to 
send donations to the Grand Scribe for the Autistic Fund and the Grand Scribe will send you a receipt of 
the funds donated to the worthy project.  

The Governor of Illinois has cancelled our School System for the next few weeks and also put on hold 
all spring sports programs. All gatherings should only be no more than 50 in attendance.  This is one of 
the big problems our members need to abide by.

 The Sovereign Grand Lodge has cancelled the Annual Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
that has been scheduled for the weekend of May 2nd. Also the possibility of the Canadian War Memorial 
in Ottawa, Canada latter in the early summer. 

If any Lodges, Patriarchs Militants, Encampments or others that are planning any type of events please 
keep in mind our membership.  The COVID-19 is very serious conditions and we want to keep all of our 
members safe and the entire community to remain healthy. 

The Grand Lodge office is working remotely and only in the office occasionally to handle only urgent 
matters since the Governor announced the shelter in place and all non essential business are to be closed.  
So far we are coming in for only a short time to get mail from the post office and check phone messages. 
Emails can be accessed remotely.   

Your Grand Lodge Office
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ED MULLARD 
CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 

OF ODD FELLOWSHIP
Ed Mullard's 75 year jewel presen-

tation will be Sunday, April 26th at 
Century Lodge 492 in Carpentersville. 
Doors open at noon, with a short pre-
sentation at one o'clock in our lodge 
room and a luncheon to follow. Public 
is also welcome as are any Odd Fellows 
from around the state!

There will be a small donation for 
lunch with refreshments ser ved as 
well.

Talking with his daughter Dawn, 
she says she and her brother each 
have over for ty years in the Order 
joining when they turned 18. She also 
said concerning gifts ... Just know his 
apar tment is small, we had to seri-
ously downsize and there isn’t room 
for much more stuff. But also said his 
favorite charities would be donations to 
the Shriner’s Children’s Hospital or the 
Odd Fellow / Rebekah Home.

Thank you for all your help with our 
secretary on this, whom I also thank!

UPDATE ON THE TOMB 
OF THE UNKNOW VISIT 

MAY 01, 2020
The CDC has recommended that 

all mass gatherings scheduled for the 
next eight weeks be cancelled. The 
Pilgrimage to the Tomb falls within that 
time frame. In addition, John Hopkins 
has notified Mark that the visit there is 
cancelled.

Arlington Cemetery is closed until 
further notice. Since we have to make 
the ar rangements with Arlington 
Cemetery a year in advance to hold the 
Pilgrimage, it is not possible to change 
the date for the 2020 Pilgrimage to the 
Tomb.

Therefore, I contacted the hotel to 
get a release from our contract for this 
year. The hotel has agreed to done so. 
Anyone with a hotel reservation needs 
to contact the hotel directly to cancel 
their reservation.

There will not be a Pilgrimage to the 
Tomb this year. All meetings scheduled 
for the hotel need to be rescheduled 
and relocated to a different date and 
place.

Refunds will be issued in the near 
future for all meals, bus and wreath 
reservations already received and the 
checks deposited. Any reser vations 
received after today will be returned.

Anyone with questions may contact 
me at clr1220@yahoo.com or by calling 
301-350-4495.

Please share this information as 
widely as possible.

Charles E. “Chuck” Lusk
Deputy Sovereign Grand Master
3430 Mechanicsburg Rd
Springfield, OH 45502-8219
937-399-3882

NEWS FROM THE HOME
Hello from the home,

We have been ver y busy here at 
the home these last couple of weeks. 
Referrals were coming in quicker 
then we could get people out and we 
didn't have rooms available for a few 
of them.  However, all of the sudden, 
we were faced with a Pandemic.  This 
has been a learning experience for all 
of us.  Changes and challenges daily 
with continuous unfolding information 
and education for everyone.  We will 
get through this and come out stronger 
and more knowledgeable on the other 
side!

Ever yone is looking for ward to 
spring and can't wait for some much 
needed sunshine and time outside. 
With everything going on in the out-
side world, we have been very cautious 
to protect our residents.  It's heart-
breaking when their family and friends 
cannot visit.  However, our employees 
are really stepping up to make sure 
they are entertained by activities in 
their rooms.  They are all doing every-
thing they can to spread smiles and 
love to all our residents. 

We are looking for ward to the 
month of May! Until next month - stay 
safe - and be well.

Danita Starwalt
Community Relations Coordinator

Please let me know if there is any 
other information you might need, and 
I look forward to this grand event!

As far as RSVP... yes it will be good 
to have some idea as to how many we 
might expect and you can post my 
email for this purpose orng_69@yahoo.
com.

T h e  E V E N T  H A S  B E E N 
POSTPONED for Ed Mullard's 75 
year jewel celebration. Doing our part 
to ensure the health and safety of our  
members and guests during this out-
break of the novel coronavirus.

Sincerely in FLT,
Guy Rossi NG
Century Lodge 492
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GRAND MASTER'S 
MESSAGE

Greetings Brothers and Sisters:
I would like to wish ever yone a 

Happy Easter.  On February 22, Region 
#1 at Farmington, took in eleven new 
members, excellent 4 degrees, food 
and Fellowship.  While writing this 
letter I will be going to Waterloo on 
March 7th, and Mt. Zion on March 21, 
and The Grand Encampment Roundup 
on March 28th, I am looking forward to 
May, when I will travel to Washington 
D.C. to lay the Wreath on the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier.  This is the 
second time I was able to attend this 
impressive memorial. I am still collect-
ing can tabs that will be sent to St. Jude 
Memphis, TN.

TRUTH
Oh spirit of that early day
So pure and strong and true
Be with us in the narrow way
Our Faithful Fathers knew
Give strength the evil to forsake
The cross of truth to bear
And lover and reverent fear to make
Our daily lives in prayer

Friendship Love and Truth
Niles Reamer
Grand Master

ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
First and foremost, I want to make 

sure everyone is staying safe in this 
difficult situation.  Please stay at home 
- I know this is hard to do but must be 
done so we can conquer this virus and 
get back to life as we know it.

-By now everyone should know that 
the Pilgrimage to the Tomb has been 
cancelled.  I'm sorry and sad, as I know 
we all are, that we will not be able to 
attend this event this year.   

I have rescheduled most of the 
Spring District meetings that were 
scheduled for March and April.  I have 
not rescheduled the two in May yet as 
I am waiting to see what happens with 
this virus.  The rescheduled ones are 
as follows:

District 16 - Fairbury Friday, June 5 - 
this will be an evening meeting - time to 
be announced

District 6 - Carpentersville Saturday, 
June 6 - starting at 11:00 A.M.

District 20 - Havana, Saturday, June 
13 - Registration at 10:00 meeting at 
10:30 A.M.

District 11 - Lewistown, Friday, June 
19 - this will be an evening meeting 
- registration 6:00 P.M. meal at 6:30 
meeting at 7:30 P.M.

District 12 - Bushnell, Saturday, June 
20 - registration 9:00 a.m. meeting at 
10:00 A.M.

-I will keep everyone up to date on 
these meetings!!

Hopefully we will be able to get all 
the District Meetings completed but I 
will not risk our health for this.  Please 
know that I care about all of you and 
would not risk my own health and that 
of our members!

We should all be trying to reach out 

RUSTY SARNES
Havana High School standout 

Basketball player Rusty Sarnes, Class 
of 1994, was recognized with a plaque 
presented by Coach Todd Snowden 
on Friday, February 14th on Senior 
Night. The presentation was made in 
honor of Rusty Sarnes being named 
to the Illinois Basketball Hall of Fame 
for his state-worthy performances in 
early 1990’s. Rusty will be inducted on 
May 2 at the Redbird Arena.  Rusty is 
a Correctional Of ficer at the Prison 
in Canton and in his spare time is 
the Varsity Softball Coach and Grade 
School Softball Coach. The past year 
he was the Freshman and Sophomore 
Coach of the Havana High School 
Basketball team and went undefeat-
ed this year and also ser ves as an 
Assistant Coach of the High School 
Varsity Girls Basketball Team.

Rusty is the son of Jerald and Judy 
Sarnes of Havana.

to members in this time by phone or 
even by a card or note in the mail.  I 
received a note from a member and it 
really brightened my day!  Hopefully, 
we as a world will come out of this with 
a little better understanding of how we 
should all be treating each other. 

I am always available to anyone that 
would like to talk to me on the phone. 
My number is (618) 910-3697.

I was able to travel to Springfield to 
help consolidate Moreland Rebekah 
Lodge #573 into Ruby Rebekah Lodge 
#263.  We held the ceremony at Sister 
Jean Simpson's house.  She is such 
a sweet and nice lady. In attendance 
was PP Donna Grable, PP Audrey 
Jones and PP Linda Jones, myself and 
Sister Jody Jedlicka from Ruby Lodge.  
Sisters Donna, Audrey and Linda 
helped me with the Consolidation 
Ceremony.  Sister Simpson served us 
coffee tea and two kinds of pie.  It was a 
nice day of fellowship!!

I am sad to see another lodge close 
but happy to see we did not lose mem-
bers as all of Moreland‚'s members 
have gone to Ruby Lodge.

I would also like to thank Grand 
Master Niles Reamer for his words 
of encouragement.  I was really down 
when I heard about the Tomb trip and 
he helped me so much! Thank you, 
Niles.

Remember to Respect each other - 
Believe in the good work we do - Love 
each other!  Be safe and I will see you 
all soon!

In F.L. & T.
Nann Johnson, Assembly President

F L T



WATERLOO REGIONAL MEETING MARCH 2, 2020
Seven new members took all four degrees at Waterloo.  A great day was had be all.  Also Waterloo #27 presented the Grand 

Master with a check for $500 for what ever projects he wanted to support.  The Grand Master divided the money to $125 to 
each of the following funds, Visual Research, Illinois Scholarship, Disaster Relief and Autism Fund.

Photo of new brothers with Grand Master. Left to right Ross Monterusso Waterloo lodge 27, Greg Hipp 27, Chad 
Goldschmidt 27, Cory Rohwedder 27, Derek Eugea 27, Nathan C. Branding Six Mile 87, and Shannon L. Shemwell 87.
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REGION #2 MEETING IN FARMINGTON  ON FEBRUARY 22, 2020
On Saturday, February 22, the first Regional meeting was held in Farmington. Eleven members completed all the Degrees. 

Regional Director, Ryan Mahr as well as District Deputy, Tom Kinzer put together a great team to conduct every Degree.  All 
the Grand Lodge Officers as well as 13 Past Grand Masters were present for this event. 

Members from L-R:  Doug Harman #44, Sam Wagner #44, Joel Harmon #44, Allen Logan #24, Monty Smith #24, Janet Pearce 
#24, Kris Ford #24, Matt Ehrgott #24. Seated:  Jody Jedlicka #53, Kay Smith #24, Hollie Logan #24.
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SERVICE PROJECT

Members of LeRoy Odd Fellows Lodge #149, Rebekah Lodge #210 and LeRoy American Legion recently participated in a 
service project.  Time was spent at the Midwest Food Bank relabeling paper products and repackaging breakfast cereal. More 
service dates are planned throughout the year.
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